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The National Organization

Alpha Tau Omega (ATO) was founded in Richmond, W@ on September 11, 1864,
the first Greek-letter college fraternity estabdéidhin the United States after the Civil War. This
fact was far from insignificant to Otis Allan Gldreok, Alfred Marshall, and Erskine Mayo
Ross, the fraternity’s three founders, as theyseto consciously craft a brotherhood that could
play a part in national healing following a confflibat had amounted to political, and sometimes
literal, fratricide. As cadets at Virginia Militadnstitute (VMI) in Lexington, all of the founders
served as soldiers in the Confederate army andséend the horrors of the war firsthand. Their
experiences contributed to their desire to creatmstitution which could encourage America’s
young men to once again live together “in peace wamty under the healing and transforming
power of brotherhood and lové." The immediate post-Civil War period provided aenppace
for innovators like Glazebrook, Marshall, and Rdsespursue new fraternal organizations,
because the fraternity system nationwide, but eajhem the South, had been devastated by the
war. As would occur again in the twentieth centduying both World Wars, large numbers of
fraternity men enlisted in both the Union and Cdefate armies, draining a fraternity system
that had previously consisted of twenty-six soegtwith almost four hundred chapters,
including one hundred forty-two located in the $outAt the end of the war, none of the
Southern chapters survived. The time was rip@éov beginnings.

After the end of the war, General Francis H. Smits given the task of rebuilding the
Virginia Military Institute, from which Alpha Tau @ega’s founders all hailed. He was
approached by a northern friend about the ideseattivating some of the dormant Southern

fraternity chapters, but rather than pursuing ttzten himself he decided to pass the task along

! Claude T. RendThe ATO Story: The First Fifty Yea{s962), 3.
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to Otis Glazebrook, who was currently courting tdaughter Virginia. Glazebrook, who no
doubt wanted to please his potential father-in-lawned out to be an ideal choice for this task.
He wrote the fraternity’s first Constitution andtéril and organized a “Founders’ Meeting” with
friends Alfred Marshall and Erskine Ross at hisepgés’ home in Richmond, a meeting which
incidentally was theonly time that the three founders ever met togethet. th& gathering,
Glazebrook read his proposal for the society amehg signed and ratified by the other two, after
which all three were treated to the first ATO baeigu one of “Mother
Glazebrook’s...proverbially sumptuous repasts.”

Otis Glazebrook was a devout Christian who wouldgdo become an Episcopal priest,
and his personal piety and spiritual vision is higamprinted on the purpose and values of the
fraternity. ATO historian Claude T. Reno explaimat Glazebrook’s devotion to Christian
ideals and ethics led him to deeply disapprove et philosophy, ideology, morality, and
mythology, so he set out to create a society that Greek in name only'” In Glazebrook’s
vision, the true heart of the fraternity shouldleef the conviction that Jesus Christ was the
“beginning and the end of salvation” and that fpeace and brotherhood (such as was hoped for
in the reunited nation) could only be achieved un@érist’s direction. It is perhaps not
surprising, given these deeply-held beliefs, that Greek letters Glazebrook chose for his new
fraternity were also heavily infused with Christiareaning: the Alpha (“beginning”) and the
Omega (“end”), joined in the middle by the Tau stdsReno points out that ATO’s orientation

toward Christian spirituality and ideals sets iadgdrom many other Greek organizations; while

® Reno, 10-13.

*Ibid., 7-9.

® Ibid., 9. The basis for the Christian understagdif these Greek symbols is the Book of Revelaiiomwhich the
explication of the Alpha and the Omega as “begighand “end” occurs at least three times. In Ratieh 22:13
(New International Version), for example, Jesusi€tways, “| am the Alpha and the Omega, the Rinst the Last,
the Beginning and the End.”



ATO teaches that “Jesus Christ is the Way, thehTrand the Life,” for instance, the motto of
Phi Beta Kappa is “Philosophy is the guide of fife.

For many years this Christian identity proved vienportant to the fraternity on the level
of ritual and rhetoric, although the extent to whits numerous undergraduate members put
Christian principles into practice is notoriousliffidult to assess. In 1941, ATO’s national
leadership found it necessary to assert that narstizins or non-believers coufwt be accepted
into fraternity membership although no provisioraiagt non-believers had previously existed.
Although the fraternity, and American society awl®ole, was still a few years away from the
multitude of issues that would arise to challenggtrictive laws and institutions, the necessity
for this Christian membership clause must certairdye been prompted by some question or
concern raised either outside or within the fratgrn The ATO Storythe fraternity’s multi-
volume official history, is unfortunately silent ahis matter. As later portions of this chapter
history will demonstrate, Gamma Zeta chapter atUheversity of lllinois should be credited
with a return to the original principles envisionleg Glazebrook, both in terms of spirituality
and of true brotherhood. In the late 1990s a st#llcommitted group of men in the Gamma
Zeta house launched Christian fellowship and Bgiledy programs in an effort to re-infuse
fraternity life with spiritual purpose, an efforthich also coincided with the chapter's goal to
more fully understand and utilize the fraternityitual. By this time, Gamma Zeta chapter
(along with all other ATO chapters) had long simicepped the restrictive membership clauses
that had once allowed only white Christians to gaembership, and the chapter was proud to

report that it included Asian-American, African-Anean, and Arab-American members

® Ibid., 15.
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representing a variety of faith traditiohsThe invitations to Bible study, though likely appeal
only to Christians, took special care to stress tifia events were non-denominational and open
to all interested or simply curious brothers. Aliigh Glazebrook and earlier ATO leaders may
not have approved of the decision to open ATO mesfije to those who did not share their
specific faith traditions, their vision of young mdiving together in peace and unity under the
healing and transforming power of brotherhood av@’l arguably found expression not only in
Gamma Zeta chapter’s Bible study but also in itsnéwal cultural and religious diversity.

ATO'’s earliest years in the late 1860s and 1870sewertainly not very “diverse,” but
the fraternity was small and would soon grow beyisdbouthern roots just as its founders had
hoped. When VMI re-opened on October 16, 1865z&isok and Marshall quickly began
initiating new members to reach their desired obrapdll of twelve, and soon afterward they
established an ATO chapter at neighboring Washim@llege in Lexington, today Washington
and Lee University. Several other chapters folldwall of them located in the South. The
fraternity’s first national Congress was held ir¥@8a significant milestone, but from 1871-1876
its growth was slower and the health of many estlabtl chapters was in jeopardy, largely due
to the economic and social strains put on Soutlseciety during Reconstruction. Out of
twenty-two established chapters by 1876, only sewanaged to survive to the opening of a new
decade. Despite this decline, however, the 188@ddvprove to be a time of resurgence for
ATO: in 1880 the first issue of the fraternity’s gaaine,The Palm was published, and in 1881
the group prepared to “invade the North” (in higtorClaude Reno’s words) and initiated its

first northern member, Nathaniel Wiley Thomas, e tUniversity of Pennsylvania. Thomas
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initiated five other men a few days later to formnRsylvania Tau and would go on to found
several other Northern chapters, prompting Glazgbto dub him “the Saint Paul of AT3.”

After a period of expansion lasting from this “Nwetn invasion” in 1881 through the
early 1890s, ATO entered what Claude Reno termed“tionservative” period, under the
direction of Otis Glazebrook’s son Larkin W. Glamedk as the fraternity’s Grand Chief. One
of the hallmarks of the conservative period wamegal slowdown in new chapter installations.
It was during this period, however, that Illinoig@ma Zeta was installed at the University of
lllinois by Dr. Elias P. Lyon, William G. Atwood,ra Everett A. Thornton, all members of
ATO'’s Chicago Alumni Associatio’ As one of the last ATO chapters founded in the
nineteenth century, Gamma Zeta would prove itsahiust, resilient, and ultimately respected
into the twenty-first. Gamma Zeta’s first initiafEhomas Arkle Clark, would go on to become
Worthy Grand Chief of the fraternity and the nankesaf its highest individual undergraduate
award. Several other alumni followed in his foepst to hold national offices, and the
undergraduate chapter, though experiencing the alonps and downs of any fraternity, could
usually be persuaded to strive for renewed excefldmased on references to its illustrious
previous history and the strong example of itsefradl ancestors at the University of lllinois.

As has been demonstrated with the story of Gamn@&sZBible study and membership
diversity in the late 1990s, the history that falBpresents a fascinating look at not only the life
of a single fraternity but also the evolution of Ancan college society over more than a century.
The lived experiences of the men of Gamma Zetanilhate the ways in which the specific
institutions and values of the fraternity were oftehallenged by conditions and social forces

existing in the “outside” world. Gamma Zeta acsivand alumni constantly sought to assert their

° Reno, 41-88. This appellation, referring to theigtian saint celebrated as one of the earliessimmaries and
evangelists, would have of course seemed quiteopppte to the religious Glazebrook.
%bid., 141-144.



relevance and validity but, when necessary and wotlrage, also made important changes to
their institutions and values in order to presedN@’s ideals of “love and brotherhood” in their
purest form. Their success in evolving while ramra true to the principles envisioned by
founders Glazebrook, Marshall, and Ross has ledeganore than one hundred years of history

examined in these pages.

1892-1899: Gamma Zeta’'s Beginnings

The desire for a chapter of Alpha Tau Omega onUheversity of lllinois campus
preceded Gamma Zeta’s founding by at least threesyend this movement seems to have
manifested itself very soon after the Universitgan on fraternities, originally handed down in
1882 under Regent Selim H. Peabody, was lifted8811" In the winter of 1892, lllinois
undergraduates Wesley E. King, John H. Strawn,e@tz O. Pitney, Mark Hay, and Henry W.
Grieme met at King's residence in Champaign andudised the possibility of founding a
chapter of ATO at the University. Mark Hay, whodha friend in Chicago with ATO
connections, was instructed to write a letter inqgi about setting this process in motion. Hay
did so, but the friend’s very sound advice — “foumtbcal organization, apply for a charter” —
was apparently ignored for several years. Nothmoge was accomplished toward this end until
the summer of 1894, when Mark Hay and Charles Na@bleew addition to the original “interest

group,” were both in Chicago on duty with the Natib Guard during the Pullman Strike.

™ Jon Coit, “University of lllinois Greek System tbsy” (2001), 4.

12 Also known as the “Debs Strike” after Americandateader Eugene V. Debs. In 1894, Debs’ AmerRaitway
Union (ARU) struck along with several thousand Palh workers in the largest “sympathy strike” in Aroan
history. Pullman workers protested a cut in wagas occurred after the economic panic of 1893 Rultman
Palace Car Company executives refused to meetthéth and also did not correspondingly lower remtheir
company town. The strike was eventually brokemypnited State Marshals and over 12,000 UniteteStarmy
troops, and Debs served six months in an lllinailsfpr violating an injunction against the strik8ee the “lllinois
During the Gilded Age” digital history project lattp://dig.lib.niu.edu/gildedageind “Pullman Strike” at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pullman_Strike




During their time in the city Hay and Noble conttWW.G. Atwood, an alumnus of ATO’s Beta
Theta chapter at Cornell, and gathered more spetiformation about the procedures for
starting a chapter at lllinois. When they returt@dchool in the fall, Hay and Noble gathered a
“nucleus” of nine students and began to hold mgstin rooms occupied by Noble and Paul W.
Newcomber. The group kept in close contact with atumni mentors in Chicago and by
December received the news that a charter had gr@eted for their new ATO chapter. At this
point the men felt confident in moving to “real’ams in which they could hold their meetings
and social events, and soon rented the second dloarbuilding at 305 North Neil Street in
Champaign, over what was then Harris’ Candy Stor&@he “nucleus” had held, and Gamma
Zeta chapter was born.

Gamma Zeta chapter of Alpha Tau Omega was fornadtalled on March 21, 1895 by
W.G. Atwood (Beta Theta — Cornell), Elias P. LyoBeta Kappa — Hillsdale), and E.A.
Thornton (Alpha Theta — Emory). These three mederan “inspection tour” of the University
of lllinois campus prior to the installation, whibtlas held in the chapter rooms on Neil Street. A
“History of lllinois Gamma Zeta of Alpha Tau Omegaroduced by the chapter in the 1920s,
reports that the alumni installers first initiateselected candidate” and acquainted him with the
ritual so that he could initiate the othéfsAlthough this “selected candidate” is not namied,
was almost certainly Thomas Arkle Clark, who isdisas “No. 1” on Gamma Zeta'’s chapter roll
and would serve as both the literal and figuratfe¢her” of the chapter for years to come. Clark
was also selected as toastmaster for the installtanquet held immediately after the ceremony

at Carter House, on Walnut Street just south ofrMai downtown Champaign. The history

13 All sources are located in the University of Itia Archives, unless otherwise noted. ATO Chaptkrs, Record
Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

14 “History of lllinois Gamma Zeta of Alpha Tau Omeda895-1922,” ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 8//9
Box 48.



reported, “He is willing to have it said that hesfaghtened silly and that he performed his task
very poorly,” an expression of modesty that shaallthost certainly be taken with a grain of
salt’® By all accounts the banquet was a smashing ssicaes surviving photographs of the
event show a heavily-laden table surrounded by gooren in several variations of late
nineteenth-century formal dress. A descriptiothef evening from the 1920s history provides a
rather amusing glimpse into the evening, and sesvias proof that some fraternity traditions
perhaps have very deep roots: “...champagne ther@wdése bill of fare in abundance — in too
great abundance in fact, if the truth must be tafdthe duty of every honest historian requires,
and some very sad gastronomic results followedt itBuas a good dinner and it brought a new
experience to some of the brothets.”

Following a practice not uncommon in fraternities the time, two members of the
University of lllinois faculty, Thomas Arkle Clarand Nathan Austin Weston, were among the
first initiates of Gamma Zeta chapter. Clark wagrafessor in the English Department at the
time of his initiation while Weston hailed from Hwmics. Both would go on to hold even
higher offices, Weston becoming Dean of the Sclob@ommerce, and Clark eventually serving
as Dean of the College of Literature and Art, DeBbbndergraduates, and Dean of Men, the first
person to serve in this capacity at an Americanamity. As Dean of Men, Clark was a tireless
champion for fraternities, because he believedttieyt had an integral role to play in developing
young men into solid leaders and good citizens el as the ability to facilitate a healthy
campus atmosphere. Clark realized that there dangers inherent in the fraternity system as
well, and often spoke of the need to combat thel kih hyper-exclusive tendencies that had

alarmed university officials in the 1880s. At th809 ATO National Congress in Pittsburgh,

15 H
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Clark delivered the Congress Oration, a speechiehtiDemocracy in College.” In this address
he “...called for a restoration of equality amongdstnts, the abandonment of clannishness and
snobbery, participation in general college acwdtia sense of community welfare...,” and
asserted that fraternities like ATO had to take l¢as in this process. One of Clark’s most
firmly-held beliefs was that fraternities (and sities) had to encourage their members to get
involved in campus politics and social activitiesy that the Greek system never stood
completely apart from general campus life. It Isoaobvious from his rhetoric that he fully
expected Greeks tlwad these activities by virtue of their superior orgation and, perhaps,
overall character. Clark, himself a graduate & thniversity of lllinois, had worked his way
from a farm in Minonk to and through the universityhere he served as editor of thieni
newspaper, president of the Literary Society, arc \active in his churclf. While he had
certainly fared well as an individual, when he waser given the opportunity to join a
brotherhood like ATO he jumped at the chance amdune one of the fraternity’s most devoted
and most active members. It is possible that Cieslieved that his own college years, though
very successful, had lacked the brotherhood ardwship that he later came to assert only
recognized fraternities could provide. This cotieic might have led to his enthusiastic support
of his “new” brotherhood, Alpha Tau Omega.

By all accounts, the brothers of the new chapteedquickly into action. In April, less
than a month after the chapter was formally insthliCharles Noble wrote to James Green,
ATO'’s Worthy Grand Keeper of the Annalmd informed him that there was “much talk here of

building a chapter house.” He asked for adviceroturing designs and estimates for the cost of

" Reno, 193. Clark further outlined his positionfaternities and their role in college life in tieok The
Fraternity and the CollegéMenasha, WI: George Banta Publishing Company5191
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such a project? Most fraternity members were then rooming togetitethe Kerns boarding
house on University Avenue, and later in the yeanynmoved to the Gamble House at 117
West Park. Members would continue to live in thieeations throughout the 1890s. Although
Gamma Zeta maintained “official” chapter rooms owasitown Champaign, and moved to better
rooms in September 1895, most of the planning awmikkzing actually took place in these
boarding houses. When they gathered in their roomis the parlors of their landlords, the
brothers were effectively organizing a chapter lecausd forming close bonds, although still on a
very unofficial leve® The brothers had begun to organize in other wasysvell, grouping
themselves into small teams to “look after” certareas of the chapter’s life, including social
events, athletics, and campus politics. At thmetiit was considered very bad form for an
aspiring campus politician to promote himself olettioneer” for an office, so anyone aspiring
to political life had to have a “team.” As ThomArkle Clark had hoped, the fraternity proved
an excellent organizing body for such activitiesl &@amma Zeta members reported some early
successes in varsity athletics, publishing, andAimeual Prize Oratorical Conte’st. The chapter
also started holding social events, although with very much money at its disposal these
occasions were small and rather plain. One ofctiapter’s first dances was described in the
1920s history as “primitive” yet “a good dandd.’n May 1895, just a few short months into its

existence, Gamma Zeta chapter submitted its firsbual Report and proudly informed the

national organization that the chapter was “pratiifcclear of debt” and expected to “possess a

19 Charles Noble to James Green, April 19, 1895, Ai@pter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

2 «History of lllinois Gamma Zeta of Alpha Tau Omeda95-1922”

211897 Annual Report of Gamma Zeta Chapter of ATOQAChapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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full set of paraphernalia in the fall term.” Bretls from the chapter were active in athletics,
publishing, and military activities at the Univeyst

Over the next few years Gamma Zeta chapter coedino grow, although they also lost
one of the original founders, Mark Hay, when he eggelled from the fraternity on February 1,
1896 for “misconduct®® Although the exact nature of this “misconducthisver spelled out in
detail in the chapter archival records, Mark Hayficial ATO Member’'s Record perhaps gives
some clues as to his general demeanor and char&itber Hay himself, or someone who knew
him, took the liberty of filling in the normally-pewritten record in pencil and provided some
unexpected answers to the biographical questidtay’s record reports that his father was a
member of the “Frat Rat Club” and his mother of th&T Club,” that he attended a preparatory
school called “Danville Hotties,” and that his cseirof study in college was “Se¥” Although
it seems unlikely that Hay would have been expet@dmerely this sophomoric prank, it is
probable that some of the chapter's members (Thdnide Clark comes immediately to mind)
might have been less than impressed with his coimemt in other areas and decided that their
chapter would be better off without him.

Of course, other members of the fraternity exttledughout these years as well, some
through “natural” means such as graduation but na@hgrs for financial or business reasons.
The annual reports from Gamma Zeta chapter’s gadys reveal a chapter membership that was
much more fluid than in the later parts of the ttieth century, when it was much less common
for men to have to leave college due to lack of eyoor job opportunities that proved too good

to pass up. As a result of this fluidity, the ctesipconstantly worked to recruit new men, often

231895 Annual Report of Gamma Zeta Chapter of ATOQAChapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
241896 Annual Report of Gamma Zeta Chapter of ATOQAChapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.

% Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity Member’s Record: MagyHATO Chapter Holding Files, Record Series 41195/
Box 13.
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inviting several potential members over to theiragier rooms on weekend nights and
entertaining them in as grand a style as they cowdthage® There is evidence that as the
chapter grew in number and correspondingly grewenforancially stable, this style became
much more “grand” than in the days of the “primgfidance. A newspaper article entitled “The
Happy Greeks,” unidentified and undated exceptatpthat the events it describes “celebrated
the fourth anniversary of the chapter’s installati¢1899), offers a glowing report on a banquet
at the Hotel Beardsley, a dance at Miebach’s Haltl a “smoker” on the next evening, enjoyed
by many members of Gamma Zeta chapter and theesdafhe dance, which began just before
midnight, lasted until just before daybreak whea lhst carriages left for home. The article
proclaimed the two-day celebration, “without doutft,ts kind, the most successful event ever
given by the fraternities . . . throughout the parg there was not a hitch of any description,
everything passing off with perfect smoothne<sI’ooking past the obvious boosterism evident
in this article, which was likely written by a Garardeta member, the description illustrates that
the chapter had successfully established itsel &gture of campus life at the University of
lllinois in the span of a few years, and had giitealf a strong base from which to build.

Gamma Zeta’s last Annual Report of the nineteeetitury, submitted in June of 1899,
provides further evidence of its solidity. The pte consisted of sixteen actives and three
pledges, most of whom now lived together in thedgdsApartments at 208 West Church Street.
Eugene Burke served as assistant editor ofline and manager of the varsity track team, and
Donald Bailey had been elected as sophomore cltasgdpnt for the upcoming Fall 1899 term.
Gamma Zeta reported that its financial standing fa&ty good — “we are practically out of

debt” — and that the chapter’s greatest wish wdsat@ a chapter house in the near future. The

% Charles Clark to Thomas Ruffin (Worthy Grand KeepfeAnnals for ATO), September 23, 1897, ATO Cleaipt
Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
2"“The Happy Greeks,” c. 1899, ATO Chapter Files9511, Box 48.
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Hessell Apartments were more than a mile from campod in a location from which
transportation was often uncertain, especiallynolament weather. This issue, combined with a
general desire for a comfortable and convenienttimgelace for the entire chapter, would
continue to fuel the push for chapter house coostmu into Gamma Zeta’s next decade. The
process of financing, building, and maintainingsttiouse consumed the energies of the
chapter’s actives and alumni for the next sevesaky, but the work they had done in the 1890s

put the chapter in an excellent position for thigé undertaking.

1900-1910: Building for the Future

In the summer of 1900, Gamma Zeta chapter tookabribe first steps toward solving
their housing problem by renting a house at 505 Easen Street, just two blocks from the
University. The brothers moved in when school Ibega the fall, and while the house
represented a definite improvement in terms of tlooa it was not very well-suited to
functioning as a chapter house. The 1920s histepprted that it “had rooms of the most
curious shape and of the most unheard of arrangghsenwhile the brothers enjoyed being able
to gather as a chapter, the quest for a real chéyotese continuef Several of the other
fraternities existing on campus at the time wergirb@ng to build chapter houses, so ATO
recognized that they would be compelled to join titeed if they expected to compete for the
“best” men.

The fundamental basis of any large constructiajept is financial, and Gamma Zeta’'s
active and alumni members certainly recognizedfdgs Wesley King, a founding member of
the chapter and now an interested alumnus, waBr#t¢o work out a system of chapter house

notes as funding for the construction of a new tdrdpouse. In the spring of 1901 he persuaded

2 «History of Illinois Gamma Zeta of Alpha Tau Omed895-1922”
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twenty-three other alumni to sign these notes, wkwvere worth $10 each for ten years. Later,
all new initiates to the chapter were also askediga these notes in order to contribute to the
future prosperity of the organization they werenjog. Dwight F. Haussler was reportedly the
first man to pay his note, which he sent from Gemnnia a fifty-mark money order that cashed
in for $11.20. King's fundraising efforts stretchever the next three years, as he worked to
drum up more participation among the actives anchal. In the spring of 1904, King and other
prominent alumni felt that there was enough supfmrnove the project one step further, and
organized a House Corporation to shepherd the coatetl process of purchasing a lot,
selecting an architect and contractors, and fimanttie entire undertaking. The first meeting of
the House Corporation took place on March 16, 186d, Walter Mueller was elected President,
Wesley King took up the post of Secretary, and Ta®mrkle Clark became Treasurer. King
had obtained a contract to purchase two lots atE#@8 John Street in Champaign from D.H.
Stolty for $3000, but he transferred the contradht newly-formed House Corporation and the
group voted its approval of the purchase at thst fineeting?® The rest of the spring and
summer of 1904 passed rather quietly on the hous#, fconsumed primarily with study and
research into the best way to proceed with allglams. At the last meeting of the year, on
December 29, the Corporation decided that it waelll bonds up to the amount of $17,000 to
finance the rest of the payments that would be e#ddr both the land and the eventual
construction of the hous&. Despite this resolution, no more concrete acii@s taken toward
the chapter house construction until almost one Yegar. By early 1906, however, activity
began again in earnest and Gamma Zeta was very taalizing its dream of a comfortable

gathering place for actives and alumni alike.

29 Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, March 1804, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95¢k B64
30 Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, Decen#®r1904, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/356k
164.
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Beginning in February 1906, the House Corporaheld meetings at least monthly and
the minutes of these meetings report exciting dgrakents. On February 5, C.H. Blackall of
Boston (a graduate of the University of lllinoisasvengaged as architect, and on March 12 the
Corporation approved a “Colonial front” for the lseun accordance with Blackall's suggestions.
On April 28 the Corporation’s Finance Committee @md.D. Mulliken was authorized to secure
a loan of $12,000 from the Chicago Savings BanKirtance construction, and at the same
meeting a decision was made to let the construaantract to A.W. Stoolman, whose bid of
$17,187 was the lowest received. By May 23, araghhad been signed with Stoolman for the
lower amount of $15,234, which excluded fees, hgatplumbing, and electrical fixtures, many
of which would be handled by other contractrsConstruction on the house started soon after
this contract was signed and continued throughstimmer, when it must have progressed
extraordinarily well judging from the absence ofyaxasperated correspondence dealing with
construction delays or financial disputes. In féoe 1920s history reports that by September the
house was “practically ready for occupancy,” alifioa few more months’ worth of work still
remained. One pressing problem not necessardyeelto construction was furniture, as all the
men involved with the house project agreed thatftineiture from the rented house on Green
Street and from the chapter’s current downtown Gyagn rooms was not suitable for the new
house. There was not, however, much money in tllgdt allotted specifically for furniture, so
the House Corporation appealed to the alumni andyncame to the rescue with earmarked
“furniture” contributions. This was perhaps thesfitime, but by no means the last, that this
“emergency” tactic was used to encourage alumnngito Gamma Zeta in order to improve or

repair its physical structure. Most alumni recagui the requests as sincere efforts to protect

31 Minutes of House Corporation Meetings, Februahay 1906, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/9Bi,
164.
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and strengthen the chapter’s investment in its malstable possession, but throughout the years
some expressed their annoyance at “constantly besigd for money,” and successful
fundraising campaigns had to deftly negotiate tlasrides.

In 1906, however, the fraternity was still new alidevidence points to very enthusiastic
support for the house project (in theory if notpiractice, as the next few years demonstrate).
The house was ready for a grand dedicated and Wwauseng in November, and the chapter
printed a program advertising the schedule forftlue-day celebration to all active and alumni
members. This schedule, infused with visions oflem@maraderie of the time, is worth
reproducing in its entirety:

“Wednesday: Approaching forces march on 405 JoheeSt Capitulation of the
tribe. Triumphal march of victors. Tour of theeprises.

Thursday: Scouting parties to Alma Mater and otpeints. Burying of the
hatchet in the fatted calf, said calf and trimmingde devoured at 6:30pm with
Thanksgiving. Destruction of tobacco, several pigpiece.
Friday: Campfires; with chestnuts raked out by mamythers, 4:30pm; Grand
pow wow and dedicated of the big wigwam, 6:30pmvéd_deast, with heap talk.
More smoke.
Saturday: Grand hunt. Bringing in the game. Rgttiway the dead one¥”
The housewarming weekend was certainly a time fdrahksgiving” and was appropriately
coordinated with this holiday, allowing a large wrbof active and alumni members the chance
to see the fruits of more than five years of hamtkion the part of some Gamma Zeta brothers.
These men were working even in the midst of theshration when they held a House
Corporation meeting on November 30. During the tingethe members learned that an

additional loan of $3,000 had been secured fronliaiil B. McKinley (a United States Senator

and Congressman from lllinois who was of no refatio the twenty-fifth President of the United

32 Housewarming Program, November 28, 1906, ATO Ghdfites, 41/95/1, Box 48.
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States), and that ninety-three of Gamma Zeta'shamelred twenty-four members had aided the
house construction effort with either donationfiouse notes, many of which were already paid
in full. Wesley King proudly announced that Gam#eta “now owned a home which would
last for no less than one hundred yedrsHis calculations could not, perhaps, accounttier
growth that the fraternity would experience in tiext few decades, but the sentiment of King’s
statement is clear: Gamma Zeta was now firmly distadxl as a reputable and leading fraternity
on the University of Illinois campus, and its nelmapter house served as the most potent symbol
of this permanence.

After the glow of achievement in 1906, the finglays of the twentieth century’s first
decade proved frustrating for Gamma Zeta leadeesnomber of ways, not the least of which
was the realization that the agreement to purchaseuse note did not always translate into a
willingness or ability to pay it. This problem wast confined to the immediate aftermath of the
house construction era and in fact stretched ondars, a time period which must have seemed
interminable to the House Corporation members witbaekless task it was to cajole, hound,
and threaten their fellow brothers for paymentistfiVesley King and then A.D. Mulliken found
themselves in this role, and while they tried tma understanding about the various personal
and financial challenges facing Gamma Zeta brotledter they left the University, their
correspondence from 1909 and 1910 occasionallyateuvtheir frustration. For example, in
September of 1909, William Prettyman responded ¢ergeral payment request from Mulliken
with a letter stating that he could neither payroses nor explain the circumstances. Mulliken

responded with exasperation in a later letter, neimg Prettyman that he was an attorney and

% Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, Noven®@&r1906, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/356k
164.
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that the notes were only $10 api€€eln several other letters from this time periodyliken
complained of having to advance over $1000 of his: anoney in order to meet mortgage
payments on the house, illustrating some of thésaufdeadership®

The undergraduate members of Gamma Zeta also fthuemmiselves frustrated with
alumni during this time period, while they contidu® move ahead as an active chapter. In the
spring of 1910 the chapter was happy to reporth® alumni that, as a group, they had
“succeeded quite well” on exams and had “no outrlyimkers,” and that they were continuing
to enhance the new chapter house by painting sdrtieeio rooms. This same letter, however,
hints at a general apathy among alumni towardifdhe active chapter, evidenced most plainly
by the fact that a specially-planned Alumni Reuradnthe house has been called off due to lack
of interest from the alumni. Worthy Master (Presitj J.W. Thomsen wrote that “this apparent
lack of interest on the part of the Alumni, in affam planned for them, has somewhat
disappointed the chapter. Other fraternities steime successful in holding reunions and their
(sic) is no reason why Alpha Tau Omega should mosiccessful, if alumni would do their
part.®® The alumni had also not come through on a speeiplest posed to them by Thomas
Arkle Clark, who had written in January 1910 asking donations to the newly refurbished
library at the chapter house, especially issuesA®D’s magazine, The Palm®’ The
undergraduate members were left feeling undersbtdpddnunned by their alumni during this
period, but the actives continued to reach outumai during the succeeding decades and there
were periods of very good active-alumni relationtelispersed with periods of decline. This

pattern would be repeated over the entire courgbeofraternity’s history and was certainly not

3 William Prettyman to A.D. Mulliken, September 2809, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, &x
% A.D. Mulliken to Frank Byers, September 13, 19490 Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

% J.W. Thomsen to Alumni, March 3, 1910, ATO Chayptibes, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

3" Thomas Arkle Clark to Alumni, January 25, 1910, A\Thapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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unique to Gamma Zeta chapter or to Alpha Tau Omé&gmmnma Zeta was fortunate, however, to
have a consistent supply of dedicated alumni whaoticoed to look out for the chapter’s
financial and organizational well-being, even ifeyhwere at times operating largely as
individuals and not as the chosen representatiivasiaiformly enthusiastic and involved alumni
base. From 1900 to 1910, it was men like WeslaygKiA.D. Mulliken, and Thomas Arkle
Clark who allowed Gamma Zeta to firmly establigelt as a fixture on the lllinois campus and
in its Greek system, symbolized most strikinglythg chapter’s beautiful brick Colonial on John
Street. The next decade of the chapter’s life @dwing new challenges, including a worldwide

military conflict, but now Gamma Zeta had a truerfie” in which to join forces and meet them.

1911-1919: A Growing Fraternity

The active chapter appears to have moved very sgjgety to address the alumni
relations issues of previous years, and beginnmoginal 1912 the undergraduates’ primary
weapon against this apathy was a glut of commupitat Until 1915, when the chapter
newsletter Gamma Zeta Quarterlyfirst appeared, the undergraduates relied on emritt
communication in the form of frequent letters tbdlumni in on activities in the chapter. These
letters, usually penned by the chapter's Worthy tetaor President, contained news of rushing
(the undergraduates frequently asked for recomniemdaand sent information blanks to
facilitate the process), initiation (in 1913 theapker was once again able to host a banquet
following this event), athletics (the 1912 vardiigseball team included two Alpha Taus, Thomas

and Waddel), and scholarship (the chapter pladed ot of twenty-one houses in the spring of
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1914)® The picture that emerges from these letters ésafran active and growing fraternity,
and this image was upheld even by impartial obssrvéATO’s national organization sent its
Province Chiefs to evaluate individual chaptersuatly, and in 1913 F.R. Bott had largely
positive things to say about Gamma Zeta, whilengpthat the chapter “develops the normal
number of failures, which seem at times larger thacessary, owing to their larger chapt&r.”
The undergraduates certainly viewed their growirag as an asset (in 1913 they boasted twenty-
two actives and fourteen pledges) rather than anaent, and their letters to alumni illustrate
their pride in the various activities and accontpients of Gamma Zeta brothers.

These missives were also used to invite alumnvémes at the chapter house, and in this
decade Homecoming, a new celebration at the Uniyergas especially advertised. In 1912,
Worthy Master Stanley Pogue urged alumni to atttr@dHomecoming football game against
Chicago and then to visit the chapter house forafining with the actives, reporting that ATO
would be involved in an informal competition withher fraternities to see who could get the
most alumni back during the weekefftl. From its inception, alumni did show up for
Homecoming in larger numbers than for any othengwespecially when, as in 1914, they could
cheer on Gamma Zeta members such as Pogue ane 8quhre field. There seem to have been
some complaints, however, that the other Homecoraatiyities organized by the chapter were
“too dull,” and in one letter Worthy Master Stanleggue appeals to the alumni for suggestions
to liven things ug! By the middle of the decade a fairly well-estsiiid Homecoming routine

was in place, which featured a buffet luncheon rpraothe football game and an evening set

% Stanley Pogue to Alumni, May 25, 1912; R.B. Brangm Alumni, August 12, 1912; R.A. Hunter to Alumni
February 22, 1913; Stanley Pogue to Alumni, May11®,3; Stanley Pogue to Alumni, October 10, 191E.R
Thomas to Alumni, October 14, 1914, ATO Chaptees;iRecord Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

39 «Close of School Year 1913” by F.R. Bott, ATO ChapCondition and Standing Reports, 1913-1932, Reco
Series 41/95/3, Box 1.

“0 Stanley Pogue to Alumni, October 9, 1912, ATO Gegpiles, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

“1 R.E. Thomas to Alumni, October 14, 1914; Stanlegu® to Alumni, May 19, 1913, ATO Chapter Filesc&e
Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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aside for a smoker and toasts. At 1916’s “big talt” during Homecoming, “three o’clock in
the morning saw almost as large a crowd in th@djvoom around the fire as had the earlier part
of the evening® Homecoming, it seems, may have been just theishibte arm that active-
alumni relations at Gamma Zeta needed after a dewyryears.

Unfortunately for the alumni, the chapter’s finaalavorries did not disappear with the
new decade, for the mortgage on the chapter hdiksbasl to be paid on a regular basis and
funds were also needed for the occasional andtatdei repair. In the winter of both 1913 and
1916 the furnace at the chapter house failed, hgatvie undergraduates shivering in their rooms
or forced to bunk with other fraternities for aipérof time. On both occasions, Thomas Arkle
Clark made a special plea to alumni for emergenicy$, but also reminded those “delinquent
brothers” who still owed on their house notes tthetir money would be much appreciated.
After the 1916 breakdown, which unfortunately exgmbshe necessity to replace the furnace
entirely at a cost of $400, Clark sent a postcardllt Gamma Zeta brothers with the following
exhortation: “If you have notes overdue, please thayn now — If your notes are all paid or not
yet due, it would be generous of you to send soimgthny way — If you have never paid
anything or helped the house in any way, this isrytime to loosen up?®* Once theGamma
Zeta Quarterlybegan publication in the fall of 1915, Clark reagly used a feature called “The
Dean’s Own Page” to list the names of both those théd paid their house notes on time and
those who were still in arreaf8. The Quarterly seemed to be, at least in Clark’s mind, a

powerful tool for inciting guilt in those who wedelinquent through public shaming, but House

*2\/olume 1, No. 2 of th€amma Zeta QuarteryJanuary 15, 1916, ATO Chapter Files, Record Se¢95/1,
Box 49.

“3R.A. Hunter to Alumni, February 22, 1913; T.A. fidao Alumni, February 7, 1916, ATO Chapter FilBgcord
Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

“Volume 2, No. 1 of th&amma Zeta Quarter\November 3, 1916, ATO Chapter Files, Record Setig95/1,
Box 49.
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Corporation correspondence from this period inéigdhat the officers faced ongoing problems
in collecting house note payments as they came doneéMarch of 1915 Thomas Arkle Clark
wrote to A.D. Mulliken, informing him that the chigp was in fairly bad financial shape and was
presently $800 behind on the réntOver the summer of 1915, the House Corporatiok steps
to avert a full-blown financial crisis, arrangingtlvthe Danville Building Association to extend
the loan and to apply the withdrawal value of Iggock on the principal in order to scale it down
to $9400. This action had the effect of reducing monthly dues to $101.84, a manageable
amount?®

In the fall of 1915 a new form of communication wasroduced to Gamma Zeta
members by way of theamma Zeta Quarterlgewsletter, and the publication would soon grow
into not only a vital link between all the brothdmgt a source of real pride for the chapter, as it
would go on to win numerous communication and malblon awards from ATO’s national
organization. The inaugural issue appeared in li@ctd915 and reported that the fall Rush
season had turned out excellently for Gamma Zd& ah initially slow start, and the chapter
was particularly proud to have snatched two “tomaway from especially stiff competition,
including Beta Theta Pi, Phi Kappa Psi, Kappa SigBigma Chi, and Phi Delta Theta. When
Louie King went to inform the losing fraternitie§ ATO’s success, th&amma Zeta Quarterly
gleefully reported, he “got nothing but grouchy gmatulations for his pains.” In the next issue,
alumni might have been interested to read abolMeawPlan for Freshmen” recently instituted
by the chapter, after several years in which thee sylstem of “browbeating” had been very

unsatisfactory. In the past, freshman pledgestdsmh “trained” by individual upper-classmen

*>T.A. Clark to A.D. Mulliken, March 5, 1915, ATO @hter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

“6 Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, July 2415 and May 26, 1916, ATO Chapter Files, RecanieS
41/95/1, Box 164.

“"Volume 1, No. 1 of th6&amma Zeta Quarter\October 16, 1915, ATO Chapter Files, Record Setig95/1,
Box 49.
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“advisors” who did not have a unified approach e tactivity, resulting in some predictably
uneven treatment across the board. The chaptedd@ded to replace this system by appointing
a single advisor for all pledges, who met with thieoth individually and in groups, and so far
everyone was pleased with the results. The freehapparently felt that they were now “treated
fairly,” and the upperclassmen were satisfied that pledges had displayed “no inclination to
take advantage of their liberties.” One unique sohewhat amusing aspect of this new “plan”
involved pinning encouraging notes above the plsddesks as constant motivation, some of
which contained wisdom such as: “Everybody likesi.ydOtherwise you would not be here,”
“STUDY HARD. There is no other way to fool the Warsity,” and “Remember that there is
more to being a good fraternity man than acquitiregart of occupying a big chair gracefulf{y.”
The Gamma Zeta Quarterlgmerges as a useful historical source for thigogdan the

fraternity’s life not only because of the infornmati that made it into print but also for what
seems to have been left out. As the decade psEgtethe absent information primarily related
to the war that was raging in Europe but did ndtireolve the United States, although by early
1917 the chapter's news source showed signs thdt the fraternity’s and the nation’s
disengagement with the conflict was quickly dissalv The February 1917 issue of the
Quarterly contained, for the first time, letters from Gam#gta members and alumni who had
volunteered for various European armed forces apceveurrently fighting overseas. The
newsletter also reported that students at the Wsityeof Illinois had been busy raising money
for Belgian relief and for the Red Cross, whildl dthding time to enjoy the usual rounds of
dances and parties sponsored by fraternities sachlgha Tau Omega. And Thomas Arkle

Clark, ever keeping a watchful eye on the fratgiitinances, used the imminent threat of war

“8\Volume 1, No. 2 of th&amma Zeta QuarterlyJanuary 15, 1916, ATO Chapter Files, Record Sé#95/1,
Box 49.
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to plead with the delinquent brothers to pay theiuse notes. He reasoned, correctly, that a
declaration of war by the United States would giyickain Gamma Zeta’'s active membership,
leaving fewer men to pay house bills and puttirgg¢hapter in an even more precarious financial
situation?

After years of “neutrality” that clearly favoredelAllied cause, the United States finally
declared war on Germany in April of 1917. Youngmagound the country immediately began
enlisting, some of them from the University ofrltis and Gamma Zeta chapter, but fraternity
life did not grind to an immediate halt. In May Gaua Zeta’'s brothers still found time to host
their “annual orgy” (presumably a dance!) duringishhthey “squeezed themselves into their
open-face suits and entertained the fairest femafeshe United States and surrounding
islands...?° The House Corporation, however, was perhaps ntameeal to the challenges facing
the fraternity in the months ahead and called aergemcy meeting on May 25, after A.D.
Mulliken warned his colleagues that the Univerditsgd talked about closing some of its
departments, a decision which might strand sondestis and make it difficult for the chapter to
continue paying its loai- During the emergency meeting, the House Corgorathembers
passed a resolution authorizing its officers tot ‘iacthe interest of all” in the event that the
chapter house was closed due to all of its actieenbrers being called to military servioein
the event that the President of the Corporation waasvailable for the same reason. The
officers’ powers included the right to “renew ofued any encumbrance on said property, or to

sell and convey the same on such terms, condigmasfor such considerations as they may

*9Volume 3, No. 1 of th€amma Zeta Quarter)yfFebruary 1, 1917, ATO Chapter Files, Record Seti#95/1,
Box 49.

*0olume 3, No. 3 of th&amma Zeta Quarter\May 3, 1917, ATO Chapter Files, Record Serie9%/l/, Box 49.
*L A.D. Mulliken to Charles P. Hunter, May 17, 19,0 Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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deem advisable or expedient."This resolution obviously reflects the House @oation’s deep
apprehension regarding the possible effects thatwhar might have on the chapter, as is
evidenced by the fact that they did not preclude pbssibility of needing to sell the chapter
house that they had worked so hard to build. Tlears are understandable, given that by May
more than 2,000 students had been taken out ditineersity for active military duty. In the
summer issue of thQuarterly, Thomas Arkle Clark issued a call to arms of dedént sort,
soberly predicting that, “Whether we have a goodrya a year of failure will depend largely
upon the way in which each alumnus and each aaotember comes to the help of the chapter
now.”?

The remainder of 1917 and the spring of 1918 preeavith little incident for Gamma
Zeta, although the chapter continued to lose mesnteemilitary service and everyone’s belts
had to be tightened somewhat. Fourteen active raeriiad returned to school in the Fall of
1917 and they were soon joined by fifteen pledgé® ot involved in the usual athletic,
publishing, and campus political activities. Homing was a necessarily smaller affair in
1917, but the brothers who attended held a smakegreachre tournament at the chapter house
and, as a sign of the times, enjoyed a militari Hefore the football gam¥. The chapter even
managed to hold a few dances during the 1917-1648eanic year, including one in May 1918
with the best orchestra in town and girls who, adom to the anonymous author of the
Quarterly write-up, “all agreed it was a great night, | meagreat dancet® By August 1918,

however, the university’s and the fraternity’s telaship to the United States’ war effort had

*2 Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, May 2817, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Bk
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undergone a rather dramatic transformation. Inustghe federal government initiated the
Student Army Training Corps (SATC) at American wesities in order to prepare college men
for military service while allowing them to stay sthool, and one of the provisions of the
program was that fraternities needed to “exist tjule Since Gamma Zeta expected no more
than ten undergraduates back on campus in theffdB18, this stipulation would likely not
have been hard to meet, but the chapter's cooparatith all SATC provisions was guaranteed
when Thomas Arkle Clark was appointed Chairmarhef$SATC Committee for the University
of lllinois. Clark’s position meant that Gamma Z@embers were among the first to be hauled
off to hospital detail when an influenza epidenmtizick Champaign-Urbana in October (1,500
undergraduates were eventually ill and fifteen Yidat it also allowed them to continue with
something approaching “normal” chapter operatidsSATC administrator, Clark decreed that
fraternities could continue to operate but shouwidail all “social” functions for the duration of
the war. Soon after the institution of SATC on paisy ATO and many other fraternities were
compelled to move out of their houses and rent tteethe University as barracks. Gamma Zeta
received $250 per month from the University foritheouse, but in the midst of Rush the
brothers had to move all the furniture out of tHeause, find another one, and move in there.
They still managed to secure nine new freshmen,Cah Clark offered his own house as the
site for the initiation and banquet, which was hallshost immediately due to the “uncertainty”
facing the school year. One of the pledges, Jamder, was a talented piano player and was
given the task of entertaining the brothers duthmgtimes when they formerly might have been

squiring girls in their open-face suis.

% \Volume 4, No. 1 of th&amma Zeta Quarter)\November 9, 1918, ATO Chapter Files, Record Setlg95/1,
Box 49.

27



In the end, the men of Gamma Zeta only had to coriteemselves with pledge piano
recitals and a rented house for a very short pesfdtne. It is likely that some alumni received
their November 1918 issue of tt@uarterly after the armistice on November"™1and by
December 18 SATC had disbanded. After the Christwagation Gamma Zeta was allowed to
re-occupy its house, and the University paid toehiavepaired after the “rough treatment” it had
received from the student soldiers-in-training. todal of eighty-three Gamma Zeta members
were enlisted in active service during World Waand only one — Heinie Bloebaum, Class of
1914 — lost his life, dying of influenza while imaining at Camp McArthur. The nineteen
Gamma Zeta men who reunited on campus in the spfit§19 must certainly have reflected on
how fortunate the chapter was to have emerged frmmwar experience relatively unscathed,
although they were still waiting for more of theiembers to be discharged from military service
and join them back in college life. Thanks to #fforts of Thomas Arkle Clark, Gene Burke,
and Trelo King, the chapter house was actuallyatieb shape than ever after $3000 worth of
improvements, including a new roof, new beds anttresses, refinished floors, new lighting,
and even a lock to keep mice and rats out of teesiom?’ Gamma Zeta members continued
to trickle back to the United States and eventulthe University of Illinois over the summer
of 1919, and by the fall semester the chapter agatha robust membership of thirty-four active
and seven pledges. The biggest campus event thatafaHomecoming, which was billed as “a
two-day festival...bound to thrill every man whageithin hearing distance of it.” The impulse

to celebrate both the end of the war and a retunoliegiate normalcy is evident in the program,
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which included a carnival, a victory celebratiolt;,day musical entertainment and hospitality in
the Illini Union, and of course the football gangamst Chicags®

Gamma Zeta had its own, personal reason to ceteltathe end of the decade when
Thomas Arkle Clark was elected as Worthy Grand ChiieAlpha Tau Omega in 1918. Clark
was the first of four Gamma Zetas to hold the fratg’'s highest office, and he actually held it
twice. After serving his first term and resigniimg 1923, Clark was re-elected in 1929 and
served until 1931, just one year before his deatheaage of seventy. He was also named the
fraternity’s first Educational Adviser in 1928, mecognition of his lifelong commitment to
university scholarship and his particular inter@stfostering high scholastic standards in
fraternities>® Clark’s leadership on both the local and the amati level provided a strong

example for Gamma Zeta members for many yearseco

The 1920s: Growing Out Of John Street

One of the first editions of theamma Zeta Quarterlin the new decade contained the
news that the active brothers had planted a mehtogg for Brother Heinie Bloebaum '14, one
of one hundred seventy-three trees planted arobedparade ground to honor the lllini war
dead®® This tree was a fitting tribute to the only GamHAsa member who lost his life in World
War | and also an appropriate symbol for the dedadeome, in which the fraternity would
continue to prosper and grow. In fact, it wouldwrso much that by the end of the 1920s plans

for a new, larger chapter house were underwaythénmeantime, the Gamma Zeta brothers
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continued to build their reputation as one of teading fraternities at the University through
their involvement in campus activities and espéciathletics. Archival records demonstrate
that chapter scholarship became an area of inagasincern, not only to Gamma Zeta but also
to the national organization and the Universityor®ithan ever before, fraternities were required
to document and report their grade point averagds@take steps to remedy academic failings.
Like many other fraternities, Gamma Zeta's expex@escholastic record resembled a roller
coaster, with periods of both high and low achiegetn The alumni, led by strong personalities
such as Thomas Arkle Clark, Stewart Daniels, amth&i Fithian, remained active in chapter
affairs (especially in the House Corporation) amalved as encouraging and occasionally
admonishing figures for the undergraduate members.

Gamma Zeta members proudly reported on their camaptivities throughout the 1920s,
and there is evidence that the fraternity had masag orchestrate the kind of “political”
leadership that Thomas Arkle Clark envisioned whermecame a champion of fraternities in the
early twentieth century. When its members wereingpfor various campus positions — ranging
from the Homecoming committee to athletic managetsto class offices — they could rely on
substantial support across campus. The April 18@ion of the Gamma Zeta Quarterly
explained that ATO had assembled a coalition obtalthirty other fraternities, about fifteen
sororities, and a larger share of non-fraternitg aon-sorority vote.” This combination, which
certainly encompassed a wide span of the studgnilatmon, had so far been “unbeatable” and
seemed “strong enough to hold together for some.tfth The November 1924 issue of the
Quarterly contained evidence of this successful “politicabhcmne,” reporting that Paul

Hammaker, the current Worthy Master, was serving@sball Manager and was a member of

b1 April 1923 edition of th&samma Zeta Quarterlgno volume or issue number listed), ATO ChaptéesriRecord
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the Commerce Club, Gamma Sigma (a Commerce honsoaigty), and Ma-Wan-Da. Another
brother was Editor-in-Chief of thBaily Illini, and a third had been elected as Junior Class
President and served on the Student Colhcih a 1926 issue of th@uarterly, Doug “Dodo”
Arrick was honored as an especially effective casnpalitician whose campaigning techniques
had resulted in several victories, both for himsaifl for those that he chose to assist. His
upcoming graduation in June was lamented as a losgdor the chapter in the campus political
arena®® Toward the end of the decade individual chaptemivers were very involved in
activities such as drama, fencing, Glee Club, &mdn (a humor magazine), illustrating a wide
range of interests and talents that seemed to dmueaged by the chapter as a whole.

No activity seemed to capture the entire chapttesntion quite like athletics, however,
and in the 1920s ATO had already begun to estabtsireputation as one of the most
athletically-gifted and fiercely competitive framgly houses on the University of Illinois campus.
This reputation engendered a fair amount of jealmwer the years, as several amusing stories
demonstrate. In 1923, the house basketball teasrtiveavictim of several nefarious tricks from
opponents (at least from the ATO perspective!)hsag when a rival team managed to get their
game with Gamma Zeta changed to a day directly afteation, thereby beating a presumably
rusty ATO squad. In the same season,Glaenma Zeta Quarterlyeported, another team “got
peeved when we beat them by one point” and regaliy purposely forfeiting a game to Phi
Sigma Kappa, the team that was tied with ATO fostfplace in the division. In the ensuing
playoff to determine the champion, Phi Sigma Kapma® The chapter bounced back from
these misfortunes to win the basketball divisioampionship in 1924, and individual members

were active in track and fencing. Those brotheh® wlid not directly participate in athletics

%2 November 1924 edition of tf@amma Zeta QuartethATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
83 «Easter” 1926 edition of thEamma Zeta QuarterhATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
% April 1923 edition of th&samma Zeta Quarter))ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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themselves were certainly fans of both the houses$eand the University varsity squads. ATO,
like most organizations on campus, donated monélgegdviemorial Stadium construction effort
and watched progress on the football venue witlatgnaterest (it was completed in 1923).
Football continued to be a draw for chapter aluaswvell, and even the business-oriented House
Corporation correspondence from the 1920s ofters emith predictions of victory for Red
Grange and the rest of the Illini football sqiadrootball seemed to be such a draw, in fact, that
the active chapter often felt that the alumni carely about the game and little about socializing
with actives during events like Homecoming. In NMmber 1924, Worthy Master Paul
Hammaker used th@uarterly to express the active chapter’s dissatisfactiain wie direction
that this yearly event had taken, noting that d bacome *“...little more than a good chance to
drink liquor, your own or somebody elses, and adgraypportunity to see a good football game.
After the game everybody hurried out of town soythuld be at home in time to take Sunday
morning breakfast in bed as usu#l."There is evidence of this attitude in a 1923eteftom
alumnus Roy Kroeschell, who wrote to the chaptquesting four tickets for the Homecoming
game (for a grand total of $10!) but mentioned that would not stay for the banquet
afterwards®’  Tensions between the active chapter and alunereva constant factor of
fraternity life, and usually seem to have ariseairdiffering expectations on the part of both
groups, such as in this case. In the 1920s, hawdkere seem to have been no major
disruptions between the two primary Gamma Zeta tdoescies, and both actives and alumni

agreed that the chapter was in generally fine ¢mmdi

% April 1923 edition of thé&samma Zeta QuarterlyEaster” 1926 edition of thEamma Zeta QuarteryStewart
Daniels to Thomas Garth, October 23, 1925, ATO @Hdpiles, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48-49.

% November 1924 edition of t@amma Zeta QuarterhATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
" Roy Kroeschell to H. Lyman Cushing, September1283, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, &x
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Thomas Arkle Clark and other fraternity supportefen sought to counter critics by
asserting that fraternities were not rowdy, bawdgoaiations encouraging sophomoric pranks
but instead laboratories engaged in the processading the men of tomorrow, teaching them
essential skills for success in business and patsefationships. One of the skills and values
instilled in this laboratory, they insisted, wasspensibility — responsibility for one’s own
intellectual development and general reputatiord eesponsibility toward the property and
dignity of others. While fraternities certainlygwided the structure within which responsibility
in these forms could be taught, correspondence cdiner archival material from the 1920s
illustrates that Gamma Zeta'’s leaders often stedytyp remind both active and alumni members
of how to put it into practice. For the active engraduates, the most frequent struggle occurred
in scholarship. After several very good years ia previous decade, the chapter's scholastic
standing among University of lllinois fraternitieggan to slip somewhat and as a general rule
fluctuated wildly. The November 1927 issue of earterly, after reporting a disappointing
drop in scholarship from™7to 3 in just one semester, published a five-year oeervof
chapter scholarship, during which the chapter reehiyanked 1% 13", 35", 49" (the low-water
mark), 1", and 14.°® This news must have been particularly distressingoncerned alumni
due to a much more optimistic outlook from the jpvag year, when Worthy Master Theodore
Doescher wrote in the Easter 1926 edition of Ghearterly that the chapter had “rededicated”
itself to scholarship and had three freshmen inhinese who were surely “headed for Phi Beta
Kappa.”®® Doescher asserted that this rededication wagmsito allow each member of the

fraternity to definitively answer the question, “@thare you going to college for?” The correct

% November 1927 edition of ti@amma Zeta QuarterhATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
% Easter 1926 edition of t@amma Zeta QuarterhATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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answer was, presumably, to get an education addwvote oneself to scholarship before turning
to more “recreational” activities.

As the chapter grew larger it became admittedly hmuore difficult to police
scholarship and other activities, but there wemmes@arly controls put in place. In an ATO
Chapter Condition and Standing Report from 1924m@a Zeta reported that it tried to
encourage good scholarship among its members bydawgaa special cup to the most improved
student and by enforcing “laws” to keep delinqustidents in their rooms at nigft.In 1927,
the national organization of ATO published and nedition of Reno’s Manualand in
conjunction with this project asked each chaptéilt@ut a questionnaire about its practices in
the areas of scholarship, ritual, publishing, andiad events, among others. Gamma Zeta
reported that pledges were required to study fighta per week and reinforced that they could
be confined to the house even on the weekendseif thork was judged to be severely
delinquent. Actives who were not doing well wefeen “admonished before the chapter alter
[sic] by the Worthy Master” These measures appear to have had some effd&28y when
the chapter was happy to report that its scholastinding on campus had jumped froni%3a
11™ (out of sixty-eight fraternitiesf Although most of the pressure for improving gsiethe
1920s seems to have originated from within thevacthapter itself, there was undoubtedly
concern and encouragement in the alumni ranks s peeticularly with Dean Thomas Arkle
Clark remaining closely involved. The thorny issafescholarship and fraternity life, and the
way that the two often imperfectly intersected, docontinue to be an issue for Gamma Zeta

chapter.

"9 ATO Chapter Condition and Standing Report, Ap4i] 2924, Chapter Condition and Standing Report$319
1932, Record Series 41/95/3, Box 1.

1927 National Headquarters Questionnaire, ATO @hfiles, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.

"2\olume 1, No. 5 ofhe Gamma Zeté new incarnation of th@uarterly), ATO Chapter Files, Record Series
41/95/1, Box 49.
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The chapter house itself presented a host of “respiity” issues to both active and
alumni members, and these concerns often domirthteghage of th€&amma Zeta Quarterly
and The Gamma Zetahe original newsletter's successor after 1929.a 1923 issue, a short
article entitled “Take Care of Your Home” was clgatirected at the undergraduates currently
inhabiting the chapter house, asking them rhetlyieehy it was that “...the great big ‘he-men’
of the chapter always pick the rooms with the déédurniture to stage their boxing bouts and
wrestling matches? Why do our sedentary brethmeisti on throwing ashes on the floors and
carpets?” The explanations given in the anonynentisle range from “irresponsibility,” to
“laziness” to assumptions such as “it's none of buginess” and “the freshmen will fix it
Complaints about the physical condition of the ¢bamouse and the abuse heaped on it by
active members are also a constant in Gamma Zeist@ry, as generations of actives matured
into generations of alumni who had clearly absorbethe sense of the personal responsibility
that Thomas Arkle Clark hoped the fraternity wotgéch, even if they themselves had been
wrestling “he-men” during their time as actives!

Once Gamma Zeta members reached the alumni stegerelationship to the chapter
house changed. They became occasional visitongrrdhan permanent residents, and their
stewardship toward the house was conceived of imgpily financial terms. Correspondence
from the 1920s reveals that their sense of respiitygi however, was assumed to be unchanged,
and that this responsibility should manifest itselthe prompt payment of their house notes and
other outstanding fraternity bills. As in previoysars, however, many brothers were either
unable or unwilling to settle their debts, oftemvimg the House Corporation and the entire
fraternity in a precarious position. In the eaB20s, Franklin Scott was Treasurer of the House

Corporation and took over the duty of writing tothrers whose house notes were delinquent,

3 April 1923 edition of th&samma Zeta Quarter))ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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reminding them that the Corporation had to paydax@ make almost continual improvements
to the house — in 1925, the immediate need wasfimevescapes. Stewart Daniels took over
from Scott in this same year, and one of his fidtons as Treasurer was to send out a series of
letters bringing “Christmas cheer,” his euphemisan fvhat was actually an “aggressive
campaign” to collect overdue house ndtesn some cases, such as with a J. Mounts who owed
the fraternity $110.91, the House Corporation tdrtee the services of collection agencies and
legal professionals. The Mounts case never yieltgedresults, as the only information that a
collection agency was able to obtain on the man thas he was reportedly “traveling with
Sousa’s band”® Both Scott’s and Daniels’ letters from this eraka good use of the theme of
“fraternal responsibility” as a motivation for pag house notes, and Scott even threatened to
renew an old T.A. Clark tactic by publishing thenes of delinquent brothers in the newsletter.
One alumnus was unimpressed by this prospect ssattaed that there was no way for him to

pay his note, “publish or no publisf®” In 1926 Stewart Daniels and alumnus Morgan Buford

jointly lamented over the situation with Buford’sother Shelby, also a Gamma Zeta alumnus,
who had neglected to pay his house notes despkegran annual salary of more than $7,000
and having just married the daughter of a multhonkire. Buford, who provided this
information on his brother to Daniels, promisedgtee Shelby grief about this situation since
there seemed to be no financial impediments talbising the matter promptf¥.

Annoyances such as these must have surely bedreirlduse Corporation members’
minds as they prepared to embark on yet anothermelding project toward the end of the

1920s, but by the summer of 1926 almost all inteckglumni agreed that the Gamma Zeta

" Franklin Scott to Franklin Roth, March 14, 1925,@ Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
'S Letter to William E. Gilmore, April 19, 1926, ATOhapter Files, Record Series 41/91/1, Box 48.

® Series of March 17, 1925 letters, ATO ChaptersriRecord Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

""Morgan Buford to Stewart Daniels, May 24, 1926 Q\Thapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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chapter house on John Street had grown too smratéochapter’'s needs. At a meeting on June
5, 1926, the House Corporation authorized a coremith look into the possibility of purchasing
new land on which to build a larger hou8eBy the next June, the committee had arranged to
purchase a lot for $5,800.00 on Second Street enRairland Place addition to Champaign,
directly between the Deke and Chi Psi hou$e%his location, however, did not last for long, as
the Corporation decided to trade in the Fairlarac®llot for a larger one in the New Gallivan
addition in Urbana, a transaction that was comglatethe summer of 1928. Therefore, after
three summers of preparatory work, by the fall @28 the House Corporation and the chapter as
a whole was prepared to jump into the new builgirgect in earnest.

The first order of business, after purchasing #redlfor the new chapter house, was to
find a buyer for the existing house on John Stre&tter several months of negotiations with
both a local Presbyterian church and a smallereringtly, Sigma Mu Sigma, the chapter
concluded a deal with the latter organization to bbbe land, chapter house, and selected
furnishings for $55,000. The contract was signét tihe Alumni Association of Eta Chapter of
Sigma Mu Sigma on June 17, 1929. A letter from lHose Corporation to E.l. Burke at
Citizens State Bank in Champaign explained the gesfrthe sale, including that the difference
between the purchase price ($55,000) and the Ibéain@d by Sigma Mu Sigma ($39,000)
would be carried by the Gamma Zeta House Corporata second mortgage, payable within
ten year$! With this sale, Gamma Zeta moved into an exciéng of new growth but also a
precarious financial one, as the chapter decidedaice the move only a few months prior to the

stock market crash that prefaced the Great DepressOver the next decade, the financial

8 Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, Jung9®6, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Bk
9 Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, Jung927, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Bk
8 Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, Juné928, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, B&%
8 House Corporation to E.I. Burke, June 7, 1929, Adi@pter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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position of the chapter grew increasingly compled enany of the House Corporation members,
including most prominently Thomas Arkle Clark, fauih necessary to place their own security
on the line for the future good of the chapter. December of 1929, Clark borrowed $35,000
from the Danville Building Association in order partially pay for Gamma Zeta’'s new lot in
Urbana, modeling the kind of real-world “responkiysi that his fraternity system sought to
teach its undergraduate memb®&sThis loan would be a source of anxiety to the $tou
Corporation for many years to come, and when timese especially tight the Corporation
appealed to all Gamma Zeta members — both actidalmni - to match the responsibility and
fraternity loyalty demonstrated by Clark. In treah 1930s, however, this challenge proved

especially difficult to meet.

The 1930s: 1101 Pennsylvania Avenue
Gamma Zeta alumni who experienced the lean yeatseaf930s would likely look back

on them as some of the most challenging yet maganding that the fraternity has ever faced.
By the end of the decade the chapter was firmhaltegl in its new chapter house, this one likely
to last for the one hundred years originally presticfor the house on John Street. The process
leading to the new house on Pennsylvania Avenuejewer, was fraught with tension and
financial complexities that tested the resolve \afrethe most dedicated actives and alumni. In
the midst of a nation-wide economic depressionntiea of Gamma Zeta chapter of Alpha Tau
Omega managed to secure their future and providagtoots for the continued growth of their
organization. Both building for the future and s@eving the past seem to have been of great

importance to the fraternity in the 1930s, as thapter saved money to buy a movie camera to

82 Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, Decenilerl 929, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/356k
164.
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begin recording events such as initiations, Fowideay, formals, and athletic contests. In
January 1930 the active chapter asked alumni fi imepurchasing a projector so that this
invaluable Gamma Zeta “history” could be easilyogeid on a regular basts. Although these
1930s films do no survive in the University of didiis archives, the project clearly indicates a
desire to preserve chapter history for future gatnmms of Gamma Zetas, generations that the
men of the 1930s hoped would appreciate their &ffiar build a financially stable and widely-
respected fraternity at the University of lllinois.

In November of 1929, Charles Harris of Danvillel ieeen chosen as the architect for the
new chapter house. The new house was to repeat ofidhe Colonial design elements of the
original chapter house on John Street, but wa® teubstantially larger in order to accommodate
the growing fraternity. On April 7, 1930, Stewd@aniels was informed that the University
District Building and Loan Association had awarded chapter a loan of $50,000 to finance the
construction of the new chapter house, and ondadeyyCharles Harris wrote to Daniels with the
bids for the house. English Brothers, with the detvbid at $73,989, was awarded the
construction contract, and the local firms of Amwer Brothers (heating), Square Deal
(plumbing), and Standard Electric (wiring) roundsd the contracting teaffi. After some small
delays involving financing and contractual detaisglish Brothers began construction in the
summer of 1930. In July, the House Corporatiorust an additional $65,000 loan from the
Danville Building Association, and during the félbuse Corporation meetings decisions were

made to purchase new furniture for the house frars@h Pirie Scott Co. of Chicago and to

8 Movie camera project is first mentioned in the iNt®29 edition ofThe Gamma Zet@/olume 1, No. 4) and the
call for a projector emerges in Volume 2, No. 4amuary 1930, ATO Chapter Files, Record Seriess4l/Box 49.
8 C.C. Burford to Stewart Daniels, April 7, 1930;a&Cles Harris to Stewart Daniels, April 8, 1930; ATRapter
Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48; Minutes eftfouse Corporation Meeting, May 21, 1930, ATO Gbaap
Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 164.
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contract with Joseph Kaszab, also in Chicago, firetry®> This early correspondence is
notable for its enthusiasm and optimism; as thieihiht pieces of the chapter house project fell
into place and Gamma Zeta moved closer to inhapitsnxgrand new home, the alumni steering
the endeavor felt a palpable excitement.

Although the House Corporation had originally hepleat the new chapter house would
be completed by the fall of 1930, finishing workntaued into the next year. In February 1931,
Gamma Zeta Worthy Master Oscar Ogg, Jr. wrote s Reno, ATO’s Worthy Grand Chief,
and reported that the chapter house was “stilequiifinished.” Ogg hoped, however, that Reno
would pay the chapter a visit once the new guesmravas in ordef® In the end, the
Homecoming weekend in fall 1931 was set aside asriétoming and house-warming rolled
into one,” and the active chapter promised to pi@ood Times, Not Long Talks” for the
returning alumni who were eager to see the housstead of formal ceremonies, the chapter
planned house tours, a buffet luncheon beforedbtbéll game, and a very casual banquet in the
evening.®” When the Homecoming weekend arrived, the activapter hosted a small but
enthusiastic crowd of sixty alumni, their numbesgduced due to both the ongoing Depression
and a lackluster lllini football squad. Gamma Zetamni were happy to cheer on active
member Eddie Schalk on the gridiron, however, alsd anjoyed the chapter’s entry in the
Homecoming Stunt Show, “Sleepy Time Down South,ichhwvon second place. Giving some
evidence of the sorry state of the 1931 lllinoistball squad, the Christmas issueTbke Gamma

Zetanoted that Schalk provided one of the highligttshe year with a 47-yard touchdown run

8 Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, Octdhet930 and December 4, 1930, ATO Chapter FilespRie
Series 41/95/1, Box 164.

8 Oscar Ogg, Jr. to Claude Reno, February 11, 1880, Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
87Volume 3, No. 1 offhe Gamma Zet@ctober 1931, ATO Chapter Files, Record Seri¢85/1, Box 49.
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against Wisconsin, “one of the few scores theilldam made against Big Ten competition this
year.”™®

By early 1932, it was apparent — to members ofHbease Corporation at least — that
Gamma Zeta chapter had far bigger things to wobguathan an anemic lllini offense. On
March 14, the Danville Building Association wrot@ $tewart Daniels to inform him that the
loan on theold chapter house (still held in Thomas Arkle Clarkame) was in arrears and had
been so since at least the previous November. Association demanded immediate
information on the situation and action to rectify Although Daniels replied to the loan officer
that this particular loan had been taken over lgm@&i Mu Sigma when they bought the John
Street house from Alpha Tau Omega, he also ackulyebkthat the former group, being a very
small fraternity, was currently experiencing seviamancial difficulties and might not be able to
fulfill the requirements of the loan. The crux thie situation was that Gamma Zeta, and in
particular Dean Clark and his wife, would still beld liable for the loan if Sigma Mu Sigma
defaulted®® In light of this pending crisis, the House Comtn formed an “Emergency
Committee” composed of R. F. Hunter, Fred Dick,.ESimmons, Paul Snyder, and L.B. King.
This committee was granted “dictatorial powers” avab charged with advising the chapter and
keeping close watch on its financial affairs. dtsnary objective was protecting Dean Clark and
his wife from any “embarrassment or financial logsnnected with their signatures on the

mortgages on both the John Street and Pennsyl¥amiaue houses, and in connection with this

objective the Corporation signed a bond guarangegintection to the Clark®.

8 Christmas 1931 issue ®he Gamma ZefsATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.

8 Danville Building Association to Stewart DanieMarch 14, 1932; Stewart Daniels to Danville Builglin
Association, March 16, 1932, ATO Chapter Files, &rdcSeries 41/95/1, Box 48.

% Minutes of the House Corporation Meeting, Junéd82, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, &B&x
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For the next six years, the men of the “Emergeboynmittee” and the members of the
chapter at large dealt with the issues resultiognfthe complex web of loans and real estate
deals that had been required to bring the new ehdquuse into being in the early part of the
decade. An exhaustive catalog of these indivitkgles is not necessary to illustrate the course
of these difficult years, which generally followagattern of trickle-down threats: every so often
the Danville Building Association would demand payrhon its loan and threaten foreclosure,
at which point Gamma Zeta chapter would threatggm&i Mu Sigma with repossession, and
Sigma Mu Sigma would either pay minimal amountsaavtheir debt or find some way to
forestall the inevitable with refinancing. In tiheeantime, Gamma Zeta chapter continued to
have problems with other creditors, notably Cargbne Scott and Joseph Kaszab. The
chapter’s dealings with both of these firms draggedor years, with the Kaszab account finally
settled in 1935 and the Carson Pirie Scott billlB87, both of them for far less than the
originally-contracted amourit. Finally, in the spring of 1938, the Danville Biliilg Association
apparently reached the end of its patience with @ardeta chapter and Sigma Mu Sigma and
demanded immediate payment on the loan, in caklhelcash was not produced in a timely
manner, the Association threatened eviction anecfosure. Although these kinds of threats had
been made before, the House Corporation recorde makear that there was something more
serious about this particular incident, somethimag thade the Corporation and its officers spring
into action as never before.

On May 16, 1938, concerned alumni called a meettribe chapter house with the active
chapter to discuss the serious situation with thevile Building Association. A dinner was

followed by a presentation by Frank Scott, who amoed the launch of a major fundraising

L various correspondence on the Kaszab accountigifin the House Corporation Correspondence fllasson
Pirie Scott to Gamma Zeta Chapter of Alpha Tau Candgnuary 30, 1937, ATO Chapter Files, RecorceSeri
41/95/1, Box 49.
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campaign in the name of Thomas Arkle Clark, who tiadl in 1934. The goal of the campaign
was to once and for all free the Clark estate, @ajpg Mrs. Clark, from any financial
responsibility for the ATO property and to cleae tlraternity’s account with the Danville
Building Association. The campaign that Scott @wgd would raise $20,000 by July 1 and
would rename the Gamma Zeta chapter house aftek,G@a a lasting memorial to him and his
work for the fraternity. Those present at the nmgetmust have been sufficiently inspired by
Scott’'s words and the memory of Dean Clark, becduséhe end of the evening the active
members had pledged $4,000 as a “nucleus” fordhgaign, and the alumni present had added
pledges of $6,000. Two days later, Scott atteradéiihner and smoker in Chicago to drum up
more alumni support for the campaign, and at tiileagrMay all alumni received a letter urging
them to honor “our greatest Brother in the bessiiibs way” by securing the future of the house
and keeping his widow from financial ruifh. By June 16 around $24,000 had been pledged
toward the campaign, and the fraternity was ablmeet the cash payment demanded on July 1.
More importantly, there was money left over to paward a lasting fund for the house so that
emergencies such as this one could be avoidedeirfuture? Clark’s wife Alice was very
touched by the campaign to memorialize her husband,wrote to Frank Scott to say that he
“...would not have asked for a better monument tthes — a home for a group of congenial
young men living and working together as they preghemselves for the more strenuous life of
mature age and especially so when they are unitddrithe vows of Alpha Tau Omeg4."By

the end of 1938, therefore, Gamma Zeta and iteelsacbuld breathe a sigh of relief about the

state of the chapter house and their financiabsiin in general, something they had not been

2 House Corporation to Alumni, May 31, 1938, ATO @tea Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

9 Elwyn Simmons to Gamma Zeta Alumni, June 16, 1838 Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
% Frank Scott to Stewart Daniels (with an excerpbfra letter from Alice Clark), June 9, 1938, ATOapter Files,
Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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able to do since embarking on the new construgiiofect at the beginning of the decade. The
future, at least the physical future embodied & ttbuse at 1101 Pennsylvania Avenue, seemed
quite secure.

Although the chapter’s financial difficulties denaed almost constant attention from the
alumni leadership in the 1930s, life among thevactindergraduate members certainly did not
grind to a halt. On the contrary, Gamma Zeta drapdntinued to grow larger (the new house
could accommodate fifty men, and the chapter sttovaay at this mark in order to balance its
budget) and seemingly busier every year, as thegpaffhe Gamma Zetdélustrate. The house
became rather famous on campus for its musicaitglas Dick Cisne '32, Everett Cathey '37,
and later Charlie Caudle ‘41 established themsedgesought-after band leaders. In 1931 Cisne
led dances every Friday and Saturday night at Byadiall, and Caudle’s band, composed
almost entirely of ATO musicians, was asked to tseff” the lllini football team when they
traveled to Los Angeles to play USC in 1939. Cauwtid his players also accompanied Gamma
Zeta in the Homecoming Stunt Show that year, lenthiem to a wir'>

Gamma Zeta members in the 1930s continued totbeested in athletics, both varsity
and intramural. In 1934 Ken Bradley was a memlb¢h® varsity football squad, and the house
team was particularly dominant in intramural soft8% In 1935 Bradley earned his varsity letter,
reportedly the first ATO in many years to win tiisnor®” Other individual standouts during
the 1930s included Lewis “Pick” Dehner '39, who wawarsity letter in basketball in 1938 and
scored 25 points during the lllinois-Manhattan ganhMadison Square Garden, a point total that

was, at the time, an NCAA record. Described ayiptpa “careful, sure game,” he was also

% Volume 3, No. 1 ofhe Gamma ZefaDctober 1931; Volume 9, No. 3 6he Gamma Zetaebruary 1937;
Volume 10, No. 2 oThe Gamma ZetdDecember 1939, ATO Chapter Files, Record Sefi¢3541, Box 49.
% Volume 6, No. 1 offhe Gamma Zetdctober 1934, ATO Chapter Files, Record Seri¢85/1, Box 49.

" Christmas 1935 issue ®he Gamma ZefaATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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currently leading the Big Ten in scoring. Behihe butstanding tumbling of Joe Giallombardo,
the 1939 lllini gymnastics team won the NCAA chaamzhip. Giallombardo won the All-
Around title and was also named the recipient ef Rizzuto Award as the outstanding Italian-
American athlete of 1938-39. He was often callpdruto entertain visitors to the chapter house
with his tumbling tricks, especially the parentsomhsited for the Dad’s and Mom’s Weekends
which were beginning to be popular at the Univgr&it Finally, Ralph Ehni '41 earned a varsity
letter in football as a kicker and quarterback, and938 he scored “the only touchdown that
lllinois has ever made against the IriSA. Toward the latter part of the decade the chagateits
sights not only on winning individual sport titlesintramural competition but also on taking the
overall crown; one strategy was to field teamssnrany sports as possible. In 1937 Gamma
Zeta organized teams in softball, volleyball, tsnsiwimming, baseball, and ice hockey, and by
the next year the house had climbed to fourth piadke final intramural standind®® In 1939
house intramural teams won eighteen new cups aighéd second in the overall standifiys.

It seemed that strategy, and individual athletli@ement, certainly paid off for Gamma Zeta.

In addition to athletics, active chapter membeastigipated in a variety of campus
activities in the 1930s, and many of them filled tbadership roles that Dean Clark had hoped
they would. Gamma Zeta brothers filled importaies on thdllio (yearbook) andllini (daily
newspaper) staffs, and in 1939 Bob Ingle and Gha&khudle were the editors of the popular
“Campus Scout” feature in the latter publicati8h.Other brothers were asked to be members of

campus and national honoraries, such as SacherBehKappa, and Tau Beta Bi (engineering),

% Volume 11, No. 4 oThe Gamma Zetapril 1939; Volume 11, No. 5 ofFhe Gamma Zetaune 1939, ATO
Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
% Christmas 1938 edition dhe Gamma ZefaATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
190y/olume 13, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zet&)ctober 1937; Volume 19, No. 1 ©he Gamma ZefeDctober 1938,
ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
ig; Volume 11, No. 4 oThe Gamma Zetahpril 1939, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series %119 Box 49.
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and many were active in Student Senate, classgmland the Interfraternity Council (IFC). In
1938, Joe McLaughlin and Bill Defenbaugh workedaorganize an “lllini Flying Club” that
had existed in the early 1930s, drawing on theareth interest in flying”®> Gamma Zeta
member Walter Morey '40 earned an especially highdn in 1939 when he was chosen to lead
4,000 ROTC students as Colonel for the upcoming.yddorey had won several previous
military honors during his lllinois career, inclugj the University gold medal as the most
outstanding sophomore cadet and the Connor Cupsefirdrilled freshman and sophomore in
field artillery. He was also involved in a stagggrarray of other campus activities, including
the Student Alumni Association, the AccountancylCILFC, YMCA, and the Student Senate,
for which he served as treasut&t. Although Walter Morey was certainly an over-aekieand
likely not the “representative” Gamma Zeta memblkethe 1930s, the chapter as a whole did
reflect a real diversity of interests and actiatif'om athletics to politics to flying.

The fact that many individual Gamma Zeta membenewecognized for high academic
achievement in campus and national honoraries atelcthat the fraternity used its yearly Rush
to look for more than athletes and cunning pohis, but scholarship did not cease to be a
source of anxiety for the chapter in the 1930s.1982, the House Corporation’s “Emergency
Committee” took a break from dealing with its ficgal crises to approve the appointment of
Arthur Hjortland as house “praeceptor,” a positibat required the graduate student and Gamma
Zeta alumnus to live in the chapter house to “adhis head of the house in maintaining high
scholarship and enforcing disciplin€> Hjortland had previously been credited with hetpi

the chapter's grade point average rise froff & 7" place among fraternities, so he was an

193\/olume 10, No. 3 oThe Gamma ZetaMarch 1938, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series #1/9Box 49.
1%4v/olume 11, No. 4 oThe Gamma ZetMarch 1939, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 4/1/9Box 49.
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excellent choice for the job. Although it is uradldnow long the position lasted, by 1936 at least
some of the alumni were favorably impressed byctiepter's improvement, such as Ken Thies
who wrote a letter of praise and congratulationtheactive chapter ifihe Gamma Zetd° A
Rush booklet (titledrhe Quil) published in the mid-1930s includes a sectior'®cholarship
Training and Requirements” and informs potentiaimbers that the fraternity can help them
with the “principal stumbling block of most freshniathe fact that they have not learned how to
study properly in high school. To remedy this essa freshman study seminar was held every
weekday evening from 7:30-10:00pm, and free aatwitvere only allowed from 4:00pm until
dinnertime. After 10:00pm, freshmen were free @kenphone calls, do additional studying, or
go to bed. Upperclassmen studying the same sgbyemte also assigned to freshmen to help
them with their transition to university-level ceemwork, and the chapter sponsored occasional
faculty-student dinners in order to help relatidretween students and professtis. These
scholarship regulations seem sound and sensibig¢héwscholastic health of Gamma Zeta from
year to year was always determined by the sunsah#ny parts rather than the good intentions
of alumni or active leaders. The 1930s, therefpreyed little different from other decades in
terms of scholarship, with grade point averageditento stabilize somewhere in the middle of
the fraternity pack.

Although The Quill published around 1936, asserts that Gamma Zetassped social
activities were “only held on weekends and whemelage no exams scheduled,” an active social
calendar has long been a source of distractiortdblege students and the men of ATO in the
1930s were not immuneThe Quill stressed that most of the social events schedufetthe

chapter were “stag affairs” that did not cost memalvery much money, but the events that made

1% v/0lume 12, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetdctober 1936, ATO Chapter Files, Record Seri¢85¢1, Box 49.
197 The Quill(Rush Booklet), c. 1936 Volume 12, No. 1Tdfe Gamma Zetdctober 1936, ATO Chapter Files,
Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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for good press iMhe Gamma Zetdefinitely involved women. Dinner and dance exues
with sororities, the staple of Greek life on a &ngniversity campus, took place with some
regularity during this decade, but the chapter wsgecially proud of a new innovation in
fraternity-sorority relations: its hay-ride andHigry. Gamma Zeta inaugurated this event in
1937 and boasted of it being “the first affair t&f magnitude, and held at such a distance from
the campus, to be officially sanctioned by the Deldvomen,” an endorsement which “speaks
well of the reputation the chapter is now enjoyin. In a later issue 6fhe Gamma Zetthe
chapter’s actives again stressed that their intierzs with women on campus were universally
recognized as “exemplary in the way they were coretl’™® Other traditional social activities
continued throughout this decade, including Homangmand Founders’ Day celebrations
during which alumni were welcomed back to the hpasel growing Dad’s Day and Mother’s
Day events that usually included banquets, footioalthe fathers, and special presentations and
serenades for the mothers.

Some long-standing aspects of fraternity life wenanging, although slowly and often
under duress. In 193the Gamma Zeteeported to alumni that the University was attangpto
“curb the *horseplay’ of the old-fashioned Hell V¥geduring which pledges had been subjected
to various “disagreeable tasks” in their quest tovp their worth. The new University
regulations included mandatory attendance at adsas during “Hell Week,” a minimum of
seven hours of continuous sleep for pledges, anéltmination of the worst of the “disagreeable
tasks.*® These regulations, of course, address what wiaédl be recognized as hazing and
would become the source of much controversy botthimiand outside the Greek system,

especially in the latter half of the century. Tdméicle in The Gamma Zettakes the stance of
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merely reporting the information rather than betigyany opinion from the active chapter or
offering a clue as to how it was dealing with theivérsity regulations, but it is notable that
University concern about the subject of hazing eded national ATO action by several decades.
In any case, the “horseplay” associated with fratgrpledgeship certainly did not end in the
1930s, and Gamma Zeta was hardly unique in thsrdeg

One other significant change occurring for GammegaZshapter in the 1930s was the
death, in 1932, of Thomas Arkle Clark. Clark’s iag truly signaled the end of an era for the
fraternity, since as “Initiate No. 1” he had witsed all of the chapter’s triumphs and defeats in
its first fifty years. In many cases, he servedeagler and mentor to both active and alumni
members, especially in both house construction ezgng. His official ATO memorial service
on November 4, 1934 was attended by Dr. Paul RkdticWorthy Grand Chaplain of Alpha
Tau Omega, as well as many other national ATO efic some of whom — Sidney Fithian,
Frank Scott, and Stewart Daniels - hailed from KCéaown Gamma Zeta chapter. The fact that
so many prominent ATOs had their start in Gamma Detist have made Clark extraordinarily
proud, and they certainly owed at least part oir theccess to his example and encouragement.
After the memorial service, the fraternity dedichte plaque that was placed at Clark’s grave,
recognizing him as a member of the High Counciktp&orthy Grand Chief, and Educational
Adviser!! Even after his death, Clark’'s memory proved argrimpetus for action in Gamma
Zeta, as was evident in the memorial fundraisingnmagn launched in 1938. He had also
shepherded the chapter through the first World Wavirtue of his position as Chairman of the
SATC Committee, and this leadership would be migeeithe next decade when Gamma Zeta

faced the even larger challenge of World War 1.

M Thomas Arkle Clark Biographical File, ATO Chapkeéles, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 47.
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The 1940s: War And Recovery

The first few years of the 1940s were relativalyet| ones for Gamma Zeta, as the war in
Europe did not begin to significantly affect camprsd fraternity life until at least 1942. In
these years the undergraduate chapter enjoyedstsmary athletic and social activities; its new
strategy of entering almost every intramural spewsnt continued to bring high finishes (third
in 1940 and second in 1941) and music, as in tB@4,9emained a large part of chapter life and
fame. In 1940 and 1941 the ATO house band, cétiedATO South Campus Blues Blowers”
recorded two phonograph albums of “the tunes thederthem famous” and played for house
dances, football sendoffs, the Stunt Show, Moth&asg, an All-University Sing, the Mens’
League Carnival swing band contest, and at mociigallconventions on campus. The “Blues
Blowers” also appeared on the “House of Overgasadiety radio program on WDWS, produced
by Gamma Zeta chapter member Charlie Caudle '4he program, for which Caudle also
served as star and host, featured a differentriidyeor sorority each week and helped to further
solidify Gamma Zeta’s musical reputatitii. Individual Gamma Zeta members were involved
in some unusual pursuits as wdlhe Gamma Zeteeported that in 1940 and 1941, Dean Olson
and Bob Pfeifer ensured that the chapter couldtidbaswinner of the Ag Show Pig-Catching
Contest for two years in a rolw?

In October of 1941 all active and alumni membdrthe fraternity were informed of an
important milestone by John Ruettinger, Presidérthe newly-renamed Thomas Arkle Clark
Chapter House Memorial, Inc. Ruettinger reportedt tthe goals of this organization (the

successor to the House Corporation, formed duhagpecial 1938 campaign) had been met and

12y/olume 11, No. 4 oThe Gamma ZetdMay 1940; Volume 11, No. 2 he Gamma Zetdecember 1940;
Volume 12, No. 1 oThe Gamma ZetdMay 1941, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/9Bbx 49.
13volume 11, No. 4 oThe Gamma ZetdMay 1940; Volume 12, No. 4 @he Gamma Zetaay 1941, ATO
Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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that it had been able to purchase the deed fohdse from the Danville Building Association
and to secure a mortgage for the $55,000 balamoaiméng on the note. The key to these
transactions was relieving the Clark estate from lability for the chapter house, and Gamma
Zeta members could rest assured that this mattemea settled for posterity? The Memorial
corporation also commissioned a portrait of Clavkhang in the chapter house, and it was
installed in a special ceremony at the chapter édiausApril of 1942. It was around this same
time thatThe Gamma Zethegan to contain reports of Gamma Zeta membershalcenlisted

in the armed forces, including several membersefactive chapter who left in the midst of the
semester. By December, Gamma Zetas were serviRQC, the Navy Air Corps, the Medical
Corps, the Navy Construction Reserves, the Army@arps, the Marine Reserves, the Army
Enlisted Reserve Corps, and the Naval Enlisted iResE” It was obvious that the chapter
would be faced with many of the same challenges$ ithhad confronted in World War |,
including a declining membership and the possipbitif having to vacate the chapter house.
Since both of these issues would have an advefset ein chapter finances, the Memorial
corporation must have been very pleased to havedds 1930s crises just as new ones were
arising.

By December 1943, chapter records indicate thatUhited States’ war effort was
beginning to alter many aspects of campus lifdugiog the fraternity experience. The March
1943 edition ofThe Gamma Zeteeported that eighteen active members and sewslges had
left school for military service since September4d9and the overall enrollment of the
University had dropped from 12,000 to 6,000 by JuAdurther report on Gamma Zeta'’s status

at the end of May revealed that of sixty-eight tateembers (actives and pledges), thirty-one

114 \/olume 12, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetdctober 1941, ATO Chapter Files, Record Seri¢85¢1, Box 49.
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were in active service, nineteen were on resertg, @nd several others were either awaiting
calls or were in deferred jobs or medical scHodIThe Gamma Zeteeported these numbers
partly to alert alumni and actives to the posdiptihat the chapter house might have to be closed
in the future, either due to lack of funds to ké&eppen or because it would be taken over by one
of the armed forces organizations operating on camgn preparation for this contingency, an
inventory of the house was conducted in June, andt maluable items were put in secure
storage in accordance with University-issued reaguia for “Fraternities Negotiating with
University for Use as Barracks.” Some of the itestemed by Gamma Zeta chapter during this
time included furniture, lamps, curtains, musicgadtiuments, house flags and poles, ash trays,
gold and blue ATO basketball shirts, an old cigarehachine, trophies, regalia, and “secret
work."t’

The question of whether or not the Gamma Zeta ehdyoiuse was actually taken over by
a service organization is rather hard to answeedas archival sources, as there are conflicting
reports. One article in the November 1943 editbifThe Gamma Zetadicates that the ATO
house wasot one of the forty-five fraternity houses taken oaethat point, but elsewhere in the
publication readers were informed that the fratgimiaddress “...has been changed from 1101
Pennsylvania to 602 Matthews to 1009 Pen®.While the significance of 602 Matthews is
unclear (and there is no other indication that GanzZieta chapter was ever actually housed there
during the 1940s), 1009 Pennsylvania is the addre83 O’s neighboring fraternity, Sigma Nu.

Beginning in late 1943, seven University of lllisdraternities organized a “Fraternity Co-Op”

at the Sigma Nu house, allowing members from Sigdua Alpha Tau Omega, Delta Kappa

16v/olume 12, No. 3 oThe Gamma ZetdMarch 1943; Volume 13, No. 4 @he Gamma Zetalune 1943, ATO
Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.

7 |nventory of ATO chapter house taken by Commis$émyman D. Wells, June 9, 1943, ATO Chapter Files,
Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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Epsilon, Delta Upsilon, Kappa Sigma, Sigma Chi, &edta Tau Delta to live together. The
houses gave parties and dances in conjunction avithanother during this time, but it is not
clear how house expenses and upkeep were dividedgthe seven groups’ Again, it is not
clear whether the Gamma Zeta chapter house hael sarbendered to armed services use or not,
but by late 1943 the chapter had only seven aatigmbers on its chapter roll and a few pledges
waiting in the wings, so their meager house bitlald not have justified keeping the huge house
at 1101 Pennsylvania open. The chapter was ablgséothe house for special occasions
throughout the war years, such as a small inimafar four new members on September 17,
19441° The Sigma Nu “Fraternity Co-Op” therefore emerges an attractive option for
chapters that wanted to scale back operationsglthimwar rather than curtail them entirely.
While ATO members were undoubtedly concerned alfvaitsituation on campus, the
pages ofThe Gamma Zetavere increasingly filled with news of active anldimani brothers
serving in the armed forces all over the world. nylaf them relied on the chapter publication
for news of their friends and for a small slice“bbme” when they were far away, such as Lt.
Jim Griffin who wrote from England to say that Heays hadThe Gamma Zetsent to him and
looked forward to every issdé! Griffin was later awarded a Distinguished FlyiBgoss for
completing a number of daylight bombing raids ireNaccupied Europe, an honor that was also
reported in the pages dthe Gamma Zet¥? Brothers from all eras undoubtedly enjoyed
reading about Griffin’'s accomplishments and abbet éxciting exploits of the likes of Lt. Jim

“Wacky” Unland, who submitted the following upddtethe September 1944 issue:

19v/olume 14, No. 1 oThe Gamma ZetdNovember 1943; Volume 14, No. 2 Tiie Gamma Zetalanuary 1944,
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“Am sitting behind the driver's seat of a jeep wah5-gallon can for a desk,
looking out over the beautiful hills of France —+g@ous scenery here behind the
lines (resting) but who likes scenery! Have beerela month — just long enough
to have trouble with a 80mm German mortar, theltéming seven stitches in my
head — Jeez, guys, | got the Poiple Heart too! tHhhrilll!!” 123
Major Walt Morey '40, who had been so outstandingry his time as an undergraduate, wrote
to say that he had been “...following the KrautarfrEngland, Oran, Tunisia, Sicily, Italy and
now France” and was “still unscathed.” Often nevealld come from parents or wives when the
brothers themselves were unable to write. In 1844, Frances White, wife of Lt. Richard M.
White '44, wrote to say that her husband had jushmeted a trip to Russia, one of many
wartime expeditions which allowed him to engagewhat his wife called his “hobby™
comparing the women of different countries. App#sehis time in Russia convinced him that
“...he need look no further...the Russian womerdcaandoubtedly cut the most wood.” Frances
added that Richard “...seems to admire them greatlyto respect their muscl&*

These letters and vignettes obviously represenlighter side of war, the kinds of heroic
and casually amusing stories that human beingstgtatoward in order to somewhat blunt the
blow of war’s harsh realities and human tragedi@amma Zeta chapter was not immune from
these tragedies, however, and the pages of itsleevsattest to this fact. Sometimes when
parents and wives wrote with news of their sons lambands it was not because the men were
simply too far from mail service; at least four AS@ere held as prisoners of war in Germany
between 1943 and 1945, one of whose wife gave khirta baby boy in his absent&. Two

Gamma Zeta alumni, Captain Robert Thomas '15 andavid S. Terry, were killed in flight

training exercises in the United States. Thomaed di a plane crash in California after a twenty-
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seven year career in the Navy; his most recengassnt was directing the construction of naval
bases in the Pacific as well as the reconstructibriPearl Harbor following the Japanese
attack™?® Later records indicate that at least ten Gamnia Z&Os were killed in action during
the course of the war, but one of the most poigstortes is that of Bill Pulverman ’42. Due to
normal delays in mail delivery during this time ipel; Pulverman seems to eerily speak from
beyond the grave in the October 1944 issue of nf@mal “ATO Newsletter” published by
three early-1940s brothers during the war. Theolmtissue printed a letter from Pulverman in
which he expresses his excitement at finally ggttotnsee some action as a paratrooper after two
years in the service, although he admits thatdng ktay in England has still not allowed him to
“ ..figure out these English wimmen® The following issue of the newsletter, howeveparts
the sad news that Pulverman was killed in actioHofland on September 21, ten days before he
“shared” his cheery missive with Gamma Zeta bratf@&r Bill Pulverman’s death serves as a
sobering reminder of the human cost of war but glswides a glimpse into the mindset of so
many young men at this time, who were excited aadee to participate in what seemed
unquestionably like a worthy cause. In the endn@®a Zeta chapter seems fairly lucky to have
lost so few members while being able to keep itvachapter afloat throughout the World War
Il years.

In 1945 Gamma Zeta chapter celebrated both thektiee war and its 8danniversary.
Although the Golden Anniversary events held atc¢hepter house in March were very small,
they were festive due to the chapter’s recent reyoation of 1101 Pennsylvania Avenue after

several years of floating from one place to anotligy June there were again twenty-four men in
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the active chapter (counting both actives and msjignd more and more Gamma Zeta members
were trickling back from their service assignmeatthough many would remain in places such
as “the Pacific” (perhaps a purposefully vague jesind Romania for several more years. At the
end of 1945, ATO’s famous bandleader Charlie Cawls touring Europe in a USO show
entitled “Up in Central Park®® When the house dining room re-opened in NovertiBéb, the
members of the chapter agreed that “house spiat greatly improved® The latter half of the
1940s would see normalcy return to Gamma Zeta,galeith a huge increase in both the
chapter’s and the University’s size.

By 1946, only one year after the war ended, thenBa Zeta chapter house was again
filled to capacity and the fraternity’s total memdi@p was a robust sixty-seven men, many of
whom were returning veterans from a variety of ®¥gs Some of these “veteran brothers” were
among the hundreds living in quickly-erected termapprhousing located very close to the
Gamma Zeta chapter house. In the 1950s, the cheyatgld initiate a Christmas party for
children living in this “lllini Village,” perhapsnspired by the needs and experiences of its own
members3' Although athletic endeavors had continued atUWhéversity throughout the war,
many of the chapter’s and the University’s top widlial athletes had been lost to the war effort.
One of these stars was Walt “Junior” Kirk, who afemshman scrimmaged against the famous
lllinois “Whiz Kids” in 1943. Kirk managed to stag school throughout almost the entire war,
and did not depart for the Army until the end cé t944-1945 school year. He finally made it
back in 1947, but unfortunately for him so did #le “Whiz Kids,” andThe Gamma Zeta
reported that he was suffering from “benchitis”tire 1946-1947 season. Things worked out

well for Kirk by the end of the season, howevergewlhe signed a contract worth $10,000 for a
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six-month season with the Fort Wayne Zollners o tNational Basketball League, the
forerunner of the NBA’s Detroit Piston®

Even with Kirk’'s departure, ATO continued to havetrong presence in lllinois athletics,
especially on the basketball court. The 1947-1@48n included five Gamma Zeta members —
Chick Doster, Bill Erickson, Burdette “Pirate” Thioy, Van Anderson, and Jim Marks — and the
chapter liked to joke that the lllini should simgigld an “all-ATO” team and be done with it. In
1948-1949 these five were joined by Walt “Slip” Kelis, who was also a football standout for
the Illini in the late 1940s. The ATO-dominatetintbis basketball team won the Big Nffie
conference championship in 1949 and Bill Ericksaswne of its most decorated stars, being
named a Collier's All-American by the National Bathkall Coaches’ Association'3eam All-
American byThe Sporting Newsl® team All-Big Nine, Helm’s Foundation All-Americaand
AP honorable mention. Jim Marks was nominatedAfitilete of the Year at the University of
lllinois and lost out only to Dike Eddleman, hailasl the greatest individual athlete in University
history!** ATO also had a large presence on the lllinoisitatrack team in the late 1940s with
four lettermen, including the Twomey brothers Jama Vic. John toured Greece, Hungary,

Austria, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, andafla in the summer of 1947 with a team of
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American track stars, winning three of eight rat®sWith so many outstanding individual
athletes in the house, it is not surprising tham@a Zeta continued its winning ways in
intramural competition as well. The July 1949 editof The Gamma Zetproudly reported that
ATO had placed second in that year’s intramuraé raed, in fact, had not finished lower than
fifth for the past twelve years. This incrediblenrincluded at least one overall first-place finish
and helped to further solidify Gamma Zeta’s repata@as the team to beat in most, if not all,
intramural sport$3®

The relative prosperity of the immediate postwearg, at least in comparison to the lean
and anxious times in the 1930s, seems to have pggmhall aspects of Gamma Zeta chapter. In
addition to a robust athletic program, activeshia tndergraduate chapter threw themselves into
a wide variety of campus activities. In 1947, iftstance, Gamma Zeta had officers in Ma-Wan-
Da, Sachem, IFC, Skull and Crescent, and the néwiged Board of Fraternity Affairs, a
committee of faculty, alumni, and current studentie chapter also had a grade point average
above the all-university averag®’. Tom Crews was a particularly outstanding indiwidu
member who was named the valedictorian of the @&4949, a class that included the largest
group of mid-year graduates in the University’stdng. Crews was also a member of Phi Beta
Kappa, Phi Lambda Upsilon (a national chemistry dmary), Phi Eta Sigma (a freshman
scholastic honorary), Ma-Wan-Da, and was past geesiof Skull and Cresceht’

By the 1948-1949 academic year, Gamma Zeta chhptealso managed to re-establish
its traditional social activities, including thegdar sorority exchanges. In the fall of 1947 the

chapter participated in an exchange that was #lesdill influenced by the war, when they
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assisted members of Gamma Phi Beta in gleaninginaardrive to help Europe’s needy. After
the gleaning the two groups gathered at the Gammd&ta house for a dinner and informal
dance, combining social service and social intevacin a model that would become more
popular in the Greek community in the coming desatfe In the fall of 1948 active member
Swede Anderson built a new outdoor brick fireplaoe the chapter house’s patio, and the
January 1949 edition afhe Gamma Zetaredits this structure with being the literal eanof a
semester's worth of successful sorority exchanges helped ATO “...gain[ed] many new
friends and much social prestige on campd®.1n the spring of 1949 Gamma Zeta chapter
introduced another innovation to the University Idihois campus, its “Outhouse Scramble”
dance, billed as a *“hill-billy costume affair.” @&hfirst incarnation of this soon-to-be
controversial event featured Tom Wich calling aagudance from a hay wagon, cider tapped
from a “realistic” still, and photographs taken hvthe still, wagon, cornstalks, and hay. The
dance’s most unique feature, and the one that wattridct the attention and censure of the Dean
of Women in the 1950s, was the costuming. All “iieime guests” attending the Outhouse
Scramble were presented with two yards of ginghaaterral one week prior to the dance and
were promised two prizes: one for the best costuamd,one for the most returned material. At
the inaugural Scramble, Tom Roland’s “pin-girl” Boé Byrnes won the best costume prize, and
Ed Franzen’s date Beverly Anderson apparently metirthe most material, meaning that she
wore the least™®" It was obviously the latter prize that the DeanWomen found so
objectionable, but by all accounts the Outhouse8bte was a big hit on campus and ATO

fought to keep it as part of the social calendar.
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The other primary concern for the active chaptahe late 1940s seems to have been the
physical condition of the house, and their intefasimproving it seems to have been at least
partially connected to the increase in sororityeiattion. In early 1949 the actives voted to
devote a portion of their monthly house bills (aistpoint around $80) toward a fund for new
furniture and redecoration, and the House Corpamadgreed to match this amount with its own
funds’*? Later in the year the chapter printed a sped®atabilitation Extra” ofThe Gamma
Zetato update alumni on the restoration and redeargbrojects currently underway in the
chapter house and to ask for their financial asscd. Over the summer of 1949 the public areas
of the house downstairs had been professionallgom@ted in a project paid for entirely by the
House Corporation, but there had been no moneytedidor the upstairs bedrooms and study
areas. The active members proposed a cooperdtore letween themselves and the alumni in
order to accomplish the upper floor refurbishmeessoning that, “Living in the house, we are
readily available to do the work, while you, whovlaeen out of school for awhile, are in a
better position to put such a fund in operatione #hMnk this is a fair arrangement — how about
you?” The actives pointed out that attractive eochfortable study and sleeping rooms could be
an invaluable tool during Rush, and asked alumugotwsider the effect that a tour of these rooms
could have on their sons or prospective membetgshiby had recommended. They asserted that
showing off newly renovated rooms would demonsttata fraternity with ideas, ambition, and
close undergraduate-alumni cooperatiofi” The active chapter was eventually able to raise
nearly all of the $2,000 that it asked alumni toate, and the study room refurbishment project
was successfully launched. This campaign alsthegprecedent for the system of “petitioning”

that continued into the 1990s, in which individosmbers could petition the House Corporation
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for permission and funds to undertake repairs agrages in their own rooms. The active
member was expected to provide labor as well st armount of money from his own pocket,
but this amount was always supplemented by the él@asporation.

The initiative displayed by the active chapterhe tate 1940s provides a good indication
of the health of Gamma Zeta as a whole. As thetehantered the 1950s, the University was
bursting at the seams with returning veterans hatt families, and it is probable that many of
these men brought a more mature leadership taakermity that is evident in campaigns like the
house rehabilitation project. Despite having teata its chapter house and dealing with a
depleted wartime membership, Gamma Zeta emergea fine 1940s as a strong and capable

fraternity that enjoyed a solid reputation on thawdrsity of Illinois campus.

The 1950s: Fraternity and Community

During the course of the 1950s, Gamma Zeta chaptaipha Tau Omega would again
outgrow its home as the fraternity’s size increaskldre and more men were entering college in
these years and the competition to get the “besti during Rush intensified, so ATO could not
afford to offer inferior accommodations to its grestive members. In the early part of the
decade the active and alumni members concentrateshternal improvements, such as the
ongoing rehabilitation project begun by the activethe late 1940s. Almost every issuelbie
Gamma Zetdrom these years details small improvements, stscrebuilding chimneys, fixing
leaky shower floors, and redecorating specific reorunds for these projects sometimes came
from the House Corporation, sometimes from thevastithemselves, and sometimes from the
Parents’ Association, which was formed in the 19%@shad a somewhat intermittent existence

in the years afterward. In 1951 the Parents’ Aission provided over $200 during Dad’s Day
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Weekend to help purchase new furniture for the hr&pCard Room, a gesture that was much
appreciated by the active¥.

The 1950s seem to have inaugurated a much mordicated and polished approach to
Rush for Gamma Zeta chapter, as professionallytgutifrush booklets” appear in the archival
record for the first time. These booklets weret denpotential rushees in order to give an
overview of ATO and describe what a pledge’s exgrexe might be if he were to join, and they
usually featured several photographs in additionexplanatory text. The 1951 booklet
showcased Worthy Master Bob Bacon and Rushing @aairDick Heath on the cover, dressed
smartly in suits and standing on the impressivatfporch of the chapter house. The content of
the booklet is interesting for what it reveals abthe fraternity’s self-perception in this new
decade, as well as the image that it wanted tagotd potential members and their parents. In
particular, Gamma Zeta’'s rush booklet stressed tfidte present-day fraternity had lost its
snobbishness. No longer do fraternities look fannwith rich parents, snappy clothes, and
flashy cars. Nowadays, a fraternity looks at you yourself.** The “Here is Our Story”
portion of the booklet aims to give a snapshot ay-tb-day life in the fraternity, describing
Homecoming decorations, Monday night “pledge eatemhent,” “bull sessions” on the “seven-
passenger sofa,” Wednesday night sorority exchargexes like the Outhouse Scramble, and
participation in the Spring Carnival, which gaingr@at popularity in Gamma Zeta in the 1950s.
This section also describes the chapter’s recealitism of “Hell Week” in favor of “Help
Week,” during which there was “no hazing, no swafti.” but instead “constructive work in the
community.**® In 1951, Gamma Zeta pledges used their “Help Weekollect used furniture

for families moving into new housing units in thenemunity, some of them likely veterans
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returning to complete their university studies @aftelitary service. They received recognition
for this project within the University as well agtside it, as a December 16, 1951 article in the
ChampaignNews-Gazettdllustrates**’ Over the next few years, other Help Week projects
included building a playground for children living a trailer camp in Urbana, cleaning the
grounds of the Champaign County Nursing Home, ameleping and scrubbing streets in the
Champaign business distrféf Although much evidence exists to support the faat hazing
did not end in Gamma Zeta chapter of ATO or in mather national fraternities in the 1950s,
the shift to “Help Week” does signal a new interesttcommunity service and philanthropy,
activities that would soon be required by natidraternal organizations.

Other community service projects that occupied @anZeta’'s time in the 1950s
included the lllini Village Christmas Party, inaugted in 1951. |lllini Village, located very
close to the ATO house, was the at-first temporangl later more permanent housing
development for returning veterans and their fasili The active chapter decided to entertain
the children living there with a tree, a Santa Gléchapter member Jim Norman), snacks, and
candy. The January 1952 issueltle Gamma Zetthat reported on the event predicted that it
“would become a custom which will foster good relaships between the Fraternity and our
llini Village neighbors.**® The party continued to be held throughout the0$9r the Illini
Village children and at later points for other nggdungsters, so it was definitely a successful
and enjoyable endeavor for all involved. Gamma2d$o participated enthusiastically in one of
the biggest campus-wide community service projettthe 1950s, the Spring Carnival. This

collection of booths, stunts, skits, and musica$ aaised money for a wide variety of charities
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and featured the talents of many campus organimgtiocluding fraternities and sororities who
would often pair up for their entries. From 19%0@ough 1956, Gamma Zeta partnered with
many different sororities and presented a strealawérd-winning entries in the Carnival,
including a first place finish for “Nothing Speciala presentation with a railroad theme, in
19531° |n 1951 their “walk-through” booth entitled “Alnso Every Night” drew praise from
the Daily lllini for eschewing the “sex angle” and providing “legitd women and more real
entertainment® In 1954 the chapter's entry with Phi Beta Phi vemtond place after being
“unjustly accused” of stuffing their ticket box, weh was apparently one of the methods used for
determining prizes in the competition in additiorraising money for the charitiehe Gamma
Zetareported on these allegations indignantly, notivag this was the first year that such ticket-
stuffing was not “standard practic®? This minor scandal was also covered byGhampaign-
UrbanaNews Gazettevhich reported that the ATO house flew a Confatieflag to protest the
lllini Union’s investigation into the ticket-stufig allegations, presumably referencing the
Confederacy’s fight against a very different “Unign® This incident demonstrates that the
chapter took its participation in Spring Carnivadry seriously, at least when there was
competition involved.

Partnerships and exchanges with sororities weo®rbimg more and more a part of
fraternity life in the 1950s; apparently gone wére days when most events were “stag” and
then men entertained themselves primarily with “kems” and piano sessions in the house. In
addition to events like the Spring Carnival, Gambfeta members paired with sororities for the

annual “Turkey Run,” a comical relay race that aleara turkey to the winning team. ATO had
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an excellent track record in this event as well eamked up many wins throughout the 1950s,
after which they would invite their sorority courgarts over for a traditional Thanksgiving feast
featuring the unfortunate prize bird. In 1953, Ap@rtnered with Alpha Gamma Delta to win
the prize, but chapter members admitted toGhampaign News-Gazetde'Broadwalk Tatler”
column that they had to purchase three more turkmyshe actual feast and that just prior to
dinner the local fire department had to responé toud of smoke rolling from the chapter
house basement! Apparently the fire was quickly qut and the dinner proceeded without
incident’> The same could not be said for the “OuthouserSioiel dance, however, which
after a triumphant debut in 1949 ran into serionistoversy in 1953. In early March, Dean of
Women Miriam Shelden got wind of the famous Outleo®cramble “costume prize” and
deemed that it and other features of the dance tadnjectionable.” She asked Dean of Men
George Bargh to see that the objectionable feanirése dance were changed, specifically the
suggested attire for the young women attendinganC®argh’s response was to send the ATO
president for a meeting with Dean Shelden, durihickvshe decreed that many of the intended
decorations be changed (perhaps the “realistil?’stibr the outhouse itself?) and that female
guests should wear slacks, dungarees, or blue.jeBran Shelden reportedly gave her orders
only a few hours prior to the start of the dancecihg areal scramble among the participants.
As theNews-Gazettguipped on March 3, “The coed guests had no oppiytto display their
ingenuity in conservation of clotH®

While ATO members and their dates were perhap&mstahdably miffed by the last-

minute changes to their popular gathering, theridall over Dean Shelden’s involvement with
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the Outhouse Scramble surprisingly mushroomedantaffair of state-wide interest. In protest
of the Dean’s actions, the IFC brought the matedfoile the Student Senate and argued that the
Dean had acted too late and had issued restriatiotssde of her jurisdiction as Dean\&Wiomen
Dean Shelden responded that she had acted on thariguof her position as chairman of the
Committee on Student Affairs Subcommittee on Stu@arcial Events, a post that gave her the
right to regulate events that involvedl students, not just women. The archival record for
Gamma Zeta chapter does not indicate the outcomii®fStudent Senate matter, but the
available information makes it clear that in thetdrnity’s eyes, at least, the whole affair resllte
in negative feelings toward Dean Shelden and pesipublicity for ATO. The April 1953
edition of The Gamma Zethoasts that several newspapers criticized the Baaher actions
and reported very favorably about the chapter. Agwesletter was almost certainly referencing a
short piece that appeared in the Chic&tgrald-Americanon March 10, accompanied by a
photograph of three attractive young women. Thatshrticle, entitled “Costumes ‘Censored:’
Dean’s Ban Stirs Storm,” acquainted Chicago readatts the controversy that was currently
stirring the state university’s campus, althougmemf the minor details are clearly wrong:
“Its thumbs down on Dean of Women Miriam Shelderdsder banning
abbreviated costumes for the annual Spring Carmigate of Alpha Tau Omega
fraternity at the University of lllinois. Jo Stofkenter), freshman student from
Alton, wears costume made from a yard of matendhjch Dean Shelden
wouldn’t allow Jo to wear at the hop, while Alicéeewart (left) of Aurora and
Harriet McLaughlin of Fairfield turn thumbs down ahe jeans they were
compelled to wear. The whole thing will come tdhvead tomorrow when the
student senate meets to investigate Dean Sheldetis.*°
Despite all of this controversy, the Outhouse Stiandid not entirely disappear; instead, the

party went “underground” for a few years and disgdi itself as other events such as the 1954

“Inaugural Brawl” and a 1955 *“hillbilly dance pattycalled “Still of the Night.” These

1%6«Costumes ‘Censored’: Dean’s Ban Stirs Storm,”d@gioHerald-American March 10, 1953, ATO Chapter
Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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alternative events seem to have continued untibd®benThe Gamma Zetagain mentions a
dance called “Outhouse Scramble,” at which all slatél be given “a shapely gunny sack” as a
favor®’ Either Dean Shelden had moved on from her posheocampus and social climate had
changed to such an extent that a dance with semalieg costumes no longer seemed so
shocking.

American societyvas changing in the 1950s, as was the University lofdis. On one
hand, the university was growing larger every yaad had begun to make plans to expand its
physical plant with new academic buildings, atleldacilities, and student housing units. In
1957 the University announced plans to double iiesgnt enrollment of 19,000 by 1970, and
specifically cited fraternities and sororities amgamizations which could help house and
acclimate the large volume of new studéntsAmong this influx were some students who had
not previously gone to college in large numberpegemlly African-Americans. Their arrival on
college campuses in the 1950s brought many issdugs@imination and social equality to the
fore, and came to shine a particular light on tbecaled “restrictive membership clauses”
included in the charters of most existing Greekaargations. ATO, like most other national
fraternities at the time, had a specific clausatsncharter that limited membership to white
Christian males. As was discussed earlier in Higtory, the fraternity had considered the
“Christian” question in the 1940s and decided &véethe provision in place. The 1954 National
Congress in Atlanta marked the first time that A@iScussed the full import of the restrictive
membership clause, because some colleges and sihasemwere beginning to assert their own
authority and demand that student organizationst raasopen to all in order to remain on

campus. Although 39% of the delegates at the T&gress were in favor of dropping ATO’s
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restrictive membership clause, no definitive actvoams taken. ATO continued to discuss the
matter for the next ten years before voting, byertban a 2/3 majority, to eliminate the “white”
and “Christian” portions of its membership clauseli964 — the requirement that members
needed to be “male” remainéd. Gamma Zeta chapter does not seem to have faeessile of
restrictive membership clauses until late 1959, .whbapter meeting minutes note that “the
problem of our restrictive clause” was brought e tattention of the chapter in advance of
discussion about the matter in the IF¥€.The issue of fraternity membership would provédo
much more important in the 1960s, as ATO chaptatomally struggled with the question of
whether their vision of “a good man” was in facubded not by character and action but by race
and religion.

Not everything about fraternity life was undergpichange in the 1950s, however.
Gamma Zeta chapter continued to be keenly intetestathletics and boasted more individual
varsity stars, such as Bill Altenberger and BrucetlBers on the excellent lllini basketball team
in the middle of the decade. Both received thetiels in 1956, and Brothers was named MVP
of the 1955-1956 squdfi® The chapter also continued its prowess in intrafsports, although
members often became frustrated at what seemedthigie perennial second-place status,
making Gamma ATO “always a bridesmaid and neverigeli ®* In 1957, The Gamma Zeta
informed alumni that there were some “changes” d¢penade in the chapter, particularly in its
orientation toward certain activities. A shottide in the newsletter explained that while ATO
had made a name for itself in activities such &smural athletics, the Spring Carnival, and the

Homecoming decorating contests, the fraternity i@@h notoriously silent in “Union activities”

9 Harry L. Biro,The ATO Story: On to the Centenn(&968), 176; 276-277.
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and other campus leadership positibisGamma Zeta’s current actives wanted to corrdst th
imbalance and set out to get more involved in camgdtairs that did not necessarily connect
only to the Greek system. The fruits of this navemtation would actually be more apparent in
later years, but throughout the 1950s individuain@e Zeta members were involved in campus
honoraries, student and Greek government, and contyreervice. The chapter also had to get
serious about scholarship in the spring of 1956rattwas put on social probation for falling
below the All-Men’s Average and to thirty-seventht @f fifty-eight fraternities in grade point
average® By the fall semester the chapter had raisedviésage enough to win the Sigma Nu
trophy for the greatest scholastic improvement,tbatcollective grade point average continued
to fluctuate for the rest of the decdd®.At least some members of the active chapter geem
have realized that good scholarship would come feoononcerted effort, not just in “training”
members once they were accepted into the frateloityn carefully screening them before they
were offered membership in the first place. Jasiviih campus activities, Gamma Zeta chapter
decided to re-orient itself in relation to schohaps and Worthy Master David Wade wrote to
Stewart Daniels about the new scholarship plan etoker of 1958. He noted that potential
members were now being evaluated less on theietatldnd other activities and more on proof
of “satisfactory scholastic achievement” in highh@ol. Once they were accepted into the
fraternity, these men were required to participate'study tables” every Sunday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday evening for three houfseif averages dropped below 3.3 on a 5.0
scale. In order to promote a good study envirorijrtee halls of the house would now be kept

quiet between 7pm and 6am and the TV set was KkkEpetween 7pm and 7aff®
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The scholarship issue also proved central to ATgifarts to expand the chapter house, a
movement that had been underway since 1954 whefnatieenity bought a tract of land from the
University®’ It took nearly four years for funding for the dtélth to be secured, so ground was
not broken until October of 1958. Original bids tre three-story addition were far too
expensive, so the plans were scaled down to atgteuthat would increase the house capacity to
74 men. The most important element in the new temidi as several chapter publications
stressed, was the new study rooms which would erthlel undergraduate members to improve
their scholarship. The addition, which cost $168,0would also provide a new kitchen and
housemother’'s quarters for Mrs. Marietta Klatte,owiook over the position in the fall of
1959:°¢

The new chapter house addition, named the JackeiBoWing after Building Fund
Chairman Jack Powers '17, was formally dedicate@®otober 17, 1959 by Elwyn Simmons '20.
ATO Worthy Grand Chief Gerald E. Johnson visited ttouse on the weekend of the Army-
lllinois football game that fall and enjoyed theapker’s traditional pre-game luncheon at the
house, which the active and alumni members weradpoto show off. Simmons was confident
that the new, more spacious house would enable &taglemic record of our undergraduate
members” to be “reestablished to equal that of the chapters on the Campu¥® The
dedication of the Jack Powers Wing was a fittind ema decade in which Gamma Zeta chapter
had grown in both size and awareness of its posadiothe University of lllinois campus, in the

process rededicating itself to campus involvemadtscholastic achievement.

167«y.1. Will Sell Tract to ATO for Addition,”"Champaign-Urbana Couriet'Trustees Okay Sale of Tract to ATO
Frat,” Champaign News-Gazett8eptember 30, 1954, ATO Chapter Files, Recorie$di/95/1, Box 49.

188 \/olume 30, No. 4 oThe Gamma Zetdlune 1959, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/8bx 49.
1%9Volume 31, No. 1 oThe Gamma ZefdNovember 1959, ATO Chapter Files, Record Serl¢8511, Box 49.

70



The 1960s: Gamma Zeta Meets the World

Early in 1960, Gamma Zeta chapter held a recepboshow off the new Jack Powers
Wing and to welcome their housemother, Mrs. Klaffe. The chapter had never had a
housemother before, but Mrs. Klatte’s presence (adl of subsequent housemothers in the
1960s) seems to have been a welcome enhancemitet tbapter, especially in terms of social
events for which she served as hostess. Houseradtiteughout the decade expressed the hope
that their undergraduate “boys” would party a b#d and study a bit more, but the traditional
imbalance between these two activities did not cuilgusly disappear with the construction of
new study rooms. Just prior to the start of thik F#60 semester, Worthy Master Roy Rodgers
wrote to all active members of Gamma Zeta chapitr avstiff warning about grades, which still
hovered below the University’'s All-Men’s Average daforced the fraternity to remain on
National Social Probation. Rodgers reminded membeat they had pledged at a “top house”
but warned, “we are not going to leave it that aayhis rate. To many of us are satisfied with
mediocrity — and certainly ATO stands for more tlihat. We are failing ourselves and our
fraternity.”’* In a separate letter to National Executive Sacyeand Gamma Zeta alumnus
Stewart Daniels, Rodgers confessed that the gefagtiédide” in the house was poor, referencing
the satisfaction with mediocrity of which he hact@sed his brothers? This charge — that
Gamma Zeta was content to simply rest on its laurelvould be brought up more and more in
the coming years by ATO leadership consultantsceored alumni, and sometimes even the
active members themselves. The accusation of rmeiausually proved very useful in forcing
the active chapter into a renewed pursuit of egoek, just as the memory of Thomas Arkle

Clark and his high ideals had spurred earlier garers of Gamma Zeta brothers into action.
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In fact, the chapter made very quick improvementshe scholarship area, raising its
grade point average standing to third among fratesnand an impressive sixth overall on
campus in the Fall of 1960. The active memberditme their new study rooms as well as a
renewed commitment to scholarship, illustratingt thodgers’ pre-semester appeal to the
fraternity’s reputation must have struck a choltdividual Gamma Zeta members distinguished
themselves in the classroom during this time peasdvell, a situation which certainly helped
the chapter’s overall scholastic standing. Ev Tasnt2 was elected to Phi Beta Kappa,
reportedly the first Gamma Zeta member since 1854in this particular honor, and Charleton
Jones '62 was elected to Tau Beta Pi engineerimpriaoy’’® The chapter also seemed to be
intent on continuing this scholastic improvemeiithe minutes of an informal chapter meeting
from May 1961 report a recommendation that the whrapot pledge men who did not place in
the upper one-quarter of their high school clasaed,one brother reminded the others that the
house needed to achieve at least a 3.5 averatgytofsof national social probatior?

The chapter managed to stay out of scholastic kedia the rest of 1961, but by August
of 1962 the active brothers received yet anothezrlevith familiar themes: the chapter had again
dropped in scholarship, meaning that a good Rushidvibe even harder to accomplish when
school reconvened in the falf Despite the fact that the University’s studenpydation was
growing, the number of men going through Rush egetwr was actually decreasing. This
situation was obviously of great concern to théefmraities themselves and affected the way that
they approached Rush and other chapter activibesause in the University of Illinois’ huge
Greek system many houses were competing for anskwvierking pool of new members. The

November 1961 edition ofhe Gamma Zeteeprinted an article written by Dean of Fraternity
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Men Eldon E. Park, commenting on the need for fréties to get serious about improving their
scholarship and pay less attention to intramufdétits and social functions. The reason for this
change, Park stressed, came not only from the-citngpetitive nature of Rush but also from a
new breed of university student: “Today, studemésveeighing the use of their time much more
carefully. They will not join or remain with anganization which uses their time carelessly or
meaninglessly.” Park also wisely reminded alldraity members that “...fraternities were not
founded to build better fraternities; they wererfdad to develop better men,” a statement with
which Thomas Arkle Clark would have whole-hearteatlyeed-"®

Unfortunately, by October of 1962 Gamma Zeta chaptes again placed on scholastic
probation by the national organization for its diad to maintain a grade point average higher
than the University’s All-Men’s Average, and ATO ugrhtional Advisor Harold C. Welsh wrote
to Worth Master Donald Snodgrass to express hapg@intment at this regression so soon after
a vast improvement. Welsh wondered whether thetehahad not become “careless” and
sought to rest on its past achievements rather toatinue to strive for mor€’ When the
chapter failed to materially improve its scholastsianding by the following year, the ATO
national office took the step of placing Gamma Zeta social probation, a penalty which
included some fairly strict changes to the chaptgdditional lifestyle. The terms of probation
forbade Gamma Zeta from participating in any socelendar events as guests or hosts, on
campus or off; there were to be no female guedtstamed in the house other than mothers; all
Rushing parties were to be “stag,” no exceptions; @nly members whose grade point averages

were either equal to or above the University's Mikn’'s Average were to be eligible for chapter
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offices!’® Gamma Zeta toiled under these social restrictionshe 1963-1964 academic year,
but by the fall of 1964 the chapter had made sabisiamprovements and ranked fourteenth out
of fifty-nine fraternities. In September of 1968A/orthy Master Dick Murphy wrote to all the
active members and informed them that the scholasprovement would allow the chapter to
be taken off social probation and “...regain the #kia spot which we have held for
decades®® While this was perhaps not the precise attitodeatd scholarship that the national
office hoped to instill with its probation, GammatZ chapter did manage to maintain acceptable
levels of scholarship for the remainder of the deand keep up its “social spot” on campus.
The chapter sought to keep scholarship high bydlicing cash incentives for excellent and
improved performance and also instituted a “red ®gtem on the room doors of those who
were supposed to be studying: if the tags were dmrddefore study hours ended, the room’s
occupant was subject to fings.

In the social arena, the biggest innovation of #960s was the advent of a “Little
Sisters” program for ATO. In September of 1964 ¢hapter held an organizational meeting for
“The Little Sisters of the Maltese Cross,” led bled®e Trainer Bob Adams and Pledge
Committee member Rocky Cook. Adams and Cook hesh@dy suggested a structure for the
organization, complete with officers named for Grg®ddesses, regalia, colors, and a ritual.
The meeting was designed to acquaint interesteld giith the idea and to gauge their
enthusiasm for the projett: There was apparently enough to warrant going dedwand the

Fall/Winter 1964 edition oThe Gamma Zetdescribed the Little Sisters program in much more

178 ATO National Office to Gamma Zeta Chapter, Octal283, ATO Chapter Holding Files, Record Serie9841,
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detail for Gamma Zeta alumni. According to the sketter, the purpose of the Little Sisters of
the Maltese Cross was to provide each pledge wikielper,” who would take him out to dinner
and help him with “personal problems” as he movedugh his first year as a member of ATO.
Although Little Sisters would initially be chosew the active chapter, their organization would
operate independently after that pditft. The advent of the Little Sisters organizationugtat
some new social and community service activitiesooBamma Zeta’'s calendar, including
banquets, picnics, a philanthropic car wash, at@hr@stmas party®® In 1966 the Little Sisters
initiated the “Powder Puff” softball game agains¢ tShe-Gams of Phi Gamma Delta, an event
which The Gamma Zethoped would turn into an annual tradition. Thél&iSisters of the
Maltese Cross won the inaugural contest 9-8 andthal participants and their fraternity
supporters enjoyed a picnic after the gdfffeThe Little Sisters organization would become
much more visible in the 1970s, but in the 1980$ B®90s most fraternities made policies on a
national level outlawing groups of this type, resgiag to charges that they were degrading to
and exploitative of women. Gamma Zeta’s prograrasdoot display any symptoms of these
problems in the 1960s, but later archival sourederencing the Little Sisters of the Maltese
Cross illustrate some of the attitudes which wosalcentually compel ATO to outlaw the
organizations.

ATO kept up its reputation as a “sporting” househa 1960s as well, and once again
boasted not only strong intramural teams but algstanding individual athletes. In 1962 Bill
Small '63 won the Ralph Woods Memorial Trophy, givennually to the lllinois basketball

player with the best free throw percentage in Beég pPlay. He joined “Pick” Dehner, Walt Kirk,

182\/olume 36, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetdall/Winter 1964, ATO Chapter Files, Record SeA&/95/1, Box 49.
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Jim Marks, and Bill Erickson as fellow ATO winnes$ the award® In 1963-1964 the lllini
varsity basketball team (the first team to playk $eason in the new Assembly Hall) included
six Gamma Zetas, and the Rose Bowl-winning foottealin had five ATO members. A number
of freshmen also gave the fraternity a good remtasien on the swim team and one of these,
Bob Bachman, was proclaimed to be “the greatesnsver in lllinois history” by his coach Al
Kingel. Bachman placed fourth in the 100-yard dtgke event at the NCAA championships in
1964 and was chosen as captain of the team fat368-1966 year. Rich Callagan 65, one of
the Rose Bowl team members, became only the fiftlei in lllinois history to win nine varsity
letters as a football, wrestling, and baseballdtan'®® Even the house dog, Kusang, saw some
playing time during the 1963 football season, when somehow managed to sneak into
Memorial Stadium and ran onto the field during thecond quarter of the Purdue game.
Unfortunately, Kusang’'s surprise entrance prevetitedlllini from recovering a ball they had
just fumbled, and th€hampaign-Urbana Courieran a photograph of the incident and referred
to Kusang as “Purdue’s secret weapdH.”

Perhaps more than in any other decade before oe,sihe “real world” inserted itself
into Gamma Zeta’s world in the 1960s. The moshpnent and pressing issue was perhaps the
matter of the fraternity’s restrictive membershiguse that first emerged at the end of the 1950s,
an issue that was linked to the larger struggleciat and political rights for African-Americans
across the United States but especially in thelSolnn 1961 the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) sent a “Statet of Position” on the discriminatory

membership practices of University of lllinois featities and sororities to all chapters on
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campus, and Gamma Zeta Worthy Master Larry AustiEmnpassed the information on to ATO
Executive Secretary Stewart Daniels. Although mommentary from either Austermiller or
Daniels accompanies this exchange of informatidie position statement itself is very
interesting for what it reveals about the outlooki éactics of the NAACP at this juncture in the
civil rights movement. Specifically, the positistatement expresses the NAACP’s recognition
that prejudice of all sorts can and will exist atiadividual level, and the group asserts that its
primary goal — at least at this juncture - wem to fight this fact. What the organization did
want, however, was for institutional structuresatism and discrimination to be replaced with
truly open opportunities for all students. Thdestaent read, in part:
“We are trying to establish freedom of choice. Werely insist that if there is to
be discrimination, the act of discrimination showdcur on the level of the
individual black-ball placed in the box by the mdual undergraduate member,
with full recognition of his responsibility. Asitigs stand now, the ‘system’ does
the black-balling for the individual . . . What ware concerned with is
discrimination on the organizational level. No amgation that is approved by
the University can have the perpetuation of ragsmone of its goals-®
The NAACP believed that, in the area of memberstgection, all undergraduate
fraternity and sorority chapters should be freenfithe pressures exerted upon them by national
groups and alumni, specifically bringing up theus®f “local autonomy” that had previously
been discussed at the 1954 ATO National Congregstlanta. In the late 1950s, ATO had
created a “Committee on the Study of Selectivity” hore fully consider the question of
restrictive membership clauses, and the commitlié@ately recommended no changes to the
fraternity’s selectivity clause. In addition, ti@mmittee suggested that ATO take steps to
legally support chapters which were “threatenedthspus regulations requiring them to open

their membership. At the 1960 ATO Congress, théemmity decided to grant any “threatened”

chapter a “waiver clause,” allowing it to petitithe fraternity’s High Council to waive any

188 NAACP “Statement of Position,” November 1961, AGbapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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membership requirements that had been deemedmisatory by its home university “for so
long as might be deemed necessary.” Gamma Zetp&rience on the lllinois campus provides
an illustration of the circumstances which, from @¥ perspective, necessitated the “waiver
clause.” In 1962, all fraternity and sorority cheyg at lllinois were required to submit a
“Statement of Fraternity Membership Qualificaticexsd Requirements” for a combined Rush
booklet published by the IFC, whose purpose waadiress the public concern about Greek
membership discrimination. Gamma Zeta submitted tbllowing information for the
publication:
“ATO offers a congenial fellowship of men genuinéhyerested in you and your
future, home-like surroundings with those who €rfer scholastic excellence,
encouragement in campus activities and athletiedp hn developing your
leadership potential, and an enjoyable, well-badncsocial experience
conforming with the standards of good taste ands@an living.
Students from secondary schools, ranked in the ruppethirds of their class
scholastically, who are acceptable to members efRtaternity are eligible for
pledging. A cumulative ‘C’ or its numerical equieat is required for full
membership. Those belonging to other general gelfeaternities are ineligible
for membership in Alpha Tau Omeg&”"

In 1968, ATO historian Harry Biro wrote that befqrassing the measure, ATO had been
assured that it would “be acceptable to collegeghvhad set deadlines for repeal of what they
called ‘discriminatory’ membership policies.” His@areported that, “Adequate safeguards were
established to assure continuation of ATO’s tradii membership charactér® At the 1962
Congress, the fraternity heard a proposal to peem&n amend the membership clause to
eliminate the words “white” and “Christian,” effealy granting the previously-decreed waiver

to all chapters and also allowing new ones to form. chAlipters, however, were expected to (in

Biro’s words), “...elect officers who would ‘keep loeé every chapter its obligation to select as

189 Gamma Zeta “Statement of Fraternity Membershipliftgtions and Requirements,” January 1962, ATO
Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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members persons actually acceptable to all AlphasTa* Despite much discussion at the
1962 and 1963 Congresses, the membership clawsevies not resolved until 1964, when ATO
decided to emphasize “good scholarship and highametandards” as requirements for
membership, dropping the stipulation that membiss laad to be “white” and “Christian.”

While Biro’s statements about “adequate safeguaads!’ “persons actually acceptable”
are purposefully vague, it is fairly obvious thatme ATOs were not prepared to accept real
changes in membership for many years after therfray officially abandoned its history of
racial and religious exclusivity. The membershigtement that Gamma Zeta chapter prepared
in 1962 illustrates this attitude as well, as itllBkly mentions “Christian living” rather than
stipulating that members mue Christians and echoes Biro’s guarded language fegshg
that potential members must be “acceptable to thenlbers of the Fraternity.” The terms of this
acceptability were not spelled out and perhapsndidneed to be in order to be understood by
ATO members and chapter officers. These vagueagtees of “open” membership, which were
acceptable to the University at the time, actualipwed ATO and other organizations to
maintain a large measure of control over who tmatyated into membership. Despite further,
more precise regulations about discrimination indiieg and student organizations passed by the
University of lllinois in the later 1960s and afterds, most Greek organizations on campus
retained their “traditional” membership charactercluding Jewish, African-American, and
“white” houses.

There is some indication, however, that perhaps allotATOs or all Gamma Zetas
opposed the idea of change in the fraternity, iidg in its membership composition. In April
of 1963, Worthy Master Robert B. Adams includecaais message to alumni in an edition of

The Gamma Zeta In it, he noted that “the cannons of criticisthad been aimed at the

91hid., 249-251.
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traditional fraternity institution, making it nesasy for a precise course of action to be taken.
Adams saw two options: for the fraternity to ansther challenge by “proving our worth,” or for
it to “bow gracefully...and exit slowly from the s&§ Adams ended his short article with a
provocative challenge:
“We must not let this commonly shared experiengedbls to the fact that not
everyone understands or views the fraternity systetie same manner as we
do...We must not regard our fraternity as perfect ambve constructive
change.**?
Although Adams’ vision of “change” is, admittedlgs purposefully vague as Biro’s, his words
seem to point in an opposite direction. It isidifft to assess the intention behind this short
article simply by reading it, but in light of othehanges occurring on the Illinois campus at the
time, it is certainly possible that Adams was afténg to signal to alumni that the active chapter
was ready to comply with the push for non-discriation in more than a simply superficial
manner. In 1968, Gamma Zeta chapter filled ouh@® Congress report and, in answer to the
guestion “Does your chapter have any comments degathe policies and administration of
Alpha Tau Omega?,” responded “We need to have laggdnomy in regards to selection of
members if we are going to stay on campi3.The motivation behind this response is, again,
difficult to gauge, but iloesindicate that even after ATO had officially chadges membership
policy, local chapters were still running into difflties in satisfying the non-discrimination
regulations set down by colleges and universitigSamma Zeta’'s answer to this question
indicates a willingness to comply with University Iinois policies (even if the motivation for
compliance was self-preservation) at a time whenniditional organization remained hesitant to

change its traditional ways. The complicated isetilATO membership, which became so

prominent in the late 1950s and 1960s, is an exaeivindow through which to examine not

192/olume 34, No. 3 oThe Gamma Zetapril 1963, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 5119 Box 49.
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only the large social changes that were sweepiadltiited States but also the continual struggle
between alumni expectations and active experiewdbs the fraternity itself.

By the second half of the 1960s, another “realldioevent had inserted itself into
Gamma Zeta’'s world, in a tragic way. On May 12668,9ATO football star Bruce Capel '65 was
killed in Vietham when the Marine patrol that hesnaading was ambushed by two hundred
Viet Cong. At the time, he had been in Viethamdoly two months, and he had gotten engaged
just prior to leaving for duty. His death was annced inThe Gamma Zetand several awards
and funds were set up in his memory, includingradfget up by his church in Glen Ellyn to aid
South Vietnamese orphans, and an award createdsbRRdse Bowl teammates to honor the
lllinois football player who, in the opinion of theoaches, “best typifies ‘exceptional
courage.™® Vietnam turned out to be a very different wamireither World War | or World
War Il and did not touch Gamma Zeta as extensiwelydeeply, but Capel's death was as
shocking and sobering as the larger loss of lilenfthese previous wars, especially for those
who had recently seen him excelling on the gridirothe prime of youth. In many ways, the
events of the 1960s proved that ATO and Gamma deapter could not exist apart from the
“real world,” and the next few decades illustrdte aidjustments and struggles that the fraternity

had to go through in order to align itself withgheality.

The 1970s: The Challenge of Apathy

Of all the decades surveyed for this history of GenZeta chapter of Alpha Tau Omega,
the 1970s seems to be the most afflicted by ainertealaise and apathy. The fraternity
continued to change during this time, but somehef ¢thanges — such as eliminating specific

academic guidelines, getting rid of the housemotired turning the formal Chapter Room into a

194volume 37, No. 3 oThe Gamma Zetaluly 1966, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/98ox 49.
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recreation area — would be regarded by later Gadata generations as poorly thought-out
mistakes. An especially striking feature of th&A®is the numerous times that fines and other
disciplinary measures were reported as being napede compel brothers to participate in
activities such as Rush, exchanges, and commugntyce projects, whereas in the past they had
either participated willingly or out of a sensechity. Many archival sources point to the fact
that active-alumni relations also suffered in tliscade, as it seemed to many that the
undergraduates and the alumni had moved very fart ap their expectations for the fraternity
and its position on campus. Gamma Zeta alumni sgihained an essential part of the
fraternity’s existence, because the chapter hondegeounds seemed to be in a constant state of
disrepair and their financial support was despgrateeded. In 1972, Gamma Zeta actives
begged alumni to make a renewed commitment to thesél Corporation, because their presence
on the Corporation board had severely fallen ofeicent years. The undergraduates pointed out
that the only successful fraternities at lllinoiere the ones in which alumni members continued
to be active and supportive> House bills and other fraternity fees rose thtmug the decade in
keeping with the rising cost of living, and ATO aather fraternities also had to contend with a
growing trend toward apartment living that lessetiedlattractiveness of living in the house for
some brothers. In the end, Gamma Zeta seemednip”“through the 1970s rather than gain
substantial ground, but the chapter managed to tenaints reputation as one of the leading
fraternities on the University of lllinois campus.

In 1970,The Gamma Zeteeported that the active chapter had decidedtkiest did not
need a housemother anymore because they had “mianoeigh so that we are able to take care

of ourselves*® Some of their subsequent decisions without thielfial eye of a mother-figure
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might have given some alumni pause, but there isenord of protest when the active chapter
installed a pinball machine and a beer machineanteld to refurnish the Chapter Room as a
study room during the week and party room on thekerds-”’ Apparently the latter project
was not actually taken up until 1973, and at tlugpthe active chapter usdthe Gamma Zeta
to inform alumni of the impending change, and ats@oint out that ATO was one of the few
fraternities on campus that still retained a roately for the purpose of chapter meetings. The
plan called for the Chapter Room to be redecortdedhree distinct uses: a pool table area, a
card area with a bar, and a lounge area with gimbathines. The actives were confident that
the redecoration of the Chapter Room would “...beéejan asset to the physical plant of the
house, plus provide a lot of enjoyment for the\actirothers.**® The decision to change the
Chapter Room from a closed, formal space to a konmis consistent with Gamma Zeta’s drift
away from the use of formal ATO ritual and practicehich seemed to begin in the 1970s. By
the 1980s, the chapter had to report to ATO Le&der€onsultants that it rarely used formal
ritual for activities such as initiation and offra@stallation, and it held formal chapter meetings
only a few times a year, if that. Leadership Cdtasitis sent to evaluate the chapter would often
comment on this situation in their reports and ssgghat a return to formal ATO rituals would
help to strengthen the bonds of brotherhood amoaglmers, but it was not until the 1990s that
any of the suggestions seem to have been takeyshri

Leadership Consultants from the national officeAGIO appeared to first visit Gamma
Zeta in the 1970s, as fraternities on the wholeatveca bit more bureaucratic and regulatory.
The annual Leadership Consultant visits to all Adl@pters were part of this movement, and

their reports provide an interesting “outsider’igig into Gamma Zeta in the 1970s. One of the
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earliest reports of the decade was filed by Sonags@dy in October 1971, and it was not
positive. Cassady reported that the house as dewhas “not responsive” to his visit and
seemed to have little concern for other visitorsvadl. Also, he felt that despite being a very
large house, Gamma Zeta had “really done nothirigtanding to let its name be known in the
community.” Cassady’s final assessment was bflrd:put it frankly, the men are somewhat
conceited.” It was clear from his report that Galysfound little reason for the chapter to think
so highly of itself, and he recommended that chanige“attitude” should immediately be
made'®® By the next year, the chapter’s “social beariagtl response to visitors had certainly
been improved (likely because of Cassady’s scathepgrt), and Leadership Consultant Bob
Russell was more favorably impressed by Gamma Zdtadid recommend that the chapter put
more emphasis on “house operations” and campusategirather than simply intramural sports;
his assessment was that a small number of merhdidhgjority of the work to keep the house
running, while the rest simply played spdts.

ATO Leadership Consultants who visited Gamma Zetdhe 1970s were often critical,
but they were also impressed by the chapter’s pateand offered constructive suggestions for
ways in which it could use its human resources orarpositive directions. After his visit in
September of 1975, Douglas Van Leuven wrote toctiepter and suggested that it institute a
“Good of the Order” program after every chapter timgg giving all members a chance to voice
their opinions on any subject. One of Van Leuvestservations about the chapter was that
pledges and younger members were still treatedesohd-class citizens” and were not allowed
to have a voice; he believed that a “Good of thde®r program would help to change this

imbalance. He also suggested that the chaptemeh#éa strong “competitive” nature toward a
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social service project rather than simply athletvents, and offered the idea of a competitive
campus-wide blood drive for the American Red Crd%s.Although the chapter did not
immediately put this suggestion into action, Gandeta did go on to sponsor an impressively-
successful campus blood drive for many years in@890s and 1990s. It is likely that the active
chapter met the Leadership Consultants’ visits whibth indifference and apprehension
throughout the 1970s, but it is clear that at lsaste of the critiques and suggestions offered by
these alumni men brought about positive changkariraternity.

Even though local alumni participation in orgami@as such as the House Corporation
may have suffered in the early 1970s, Gamma Zafao#tmer ATO chapters were increasingly
required to keep in better contact with the fratgis national office and were therefore “on the
radar” of many important ATO alumni. This situationay have been particularly true of
Gamma Zeta because the ATO headquarters were dacahampaign, so any issues connected
to the chapter were quickly relayed to the natigreldquarters. Throughout the 1970s, Gamma
Zeta regularly sent copies of its chapter meetimgutaes to the national office, where they were
reviewed by staff and filed. Most of these meetmigutes appear to have passed through the
official channels without comment, but toward tl#tdr part of the decade there were several
items that gave the national office pause. On kmtd7, 1977, the Informal Chapter meeting
minutes reported “Thursday is the Little Sister k-0g,” a notation that was vigorously circled
in blue ink with a large question mark beside Tthe minutes from the next meeting, held on
October 31, contained the presumably offhand seténiSince we couldn’t find any waiters

this semester, it was decided that pledges wilt maitables.” A reader named Kevin underlined

21 yisitation report and correspondence by Douglas Mauven, September 7-16, 1975, ATO Chapter Files,
Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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this sentence in red and inquired, “Hazing?,” tdolka Mark responded “YES!” in blue irfR?
Hazing, and fraternities’ responses to it, was beng an increasingly important issue in Greek
life at this time, and ATO had long prided itseif being a leader in eliminating the most brutal
and sophomoric forms of hazing practiced by Gregjawnizations. Gamma Zeta chapter had
publicly announced its opposition to hazing earirethe decade, when Worthy Master Marty
Wade wrote inThe Gamma Zet#hat eliminating hazing would allow the chapternit only
attract better men but also to “build more resgeubng the members of our chaptéf” In
1974, The Gamma Zetaxplained that the abolishment of the old “Hell &&has allowed the
chapter to use the week prior to initiation asratructional time for learning about ATO history
and policies, and for the pledges to clean up atdbe chapter hous&? In 1977, however, a set
of Gamma Zeta chapter meeting minutes submittébdetanational office stated that “Hell Night
is November 13 at 8pm,” prompting another roundiafling and angry question marks from the
anonymous readé?®> These materials illustrate both the growing comabout hazing in the
fraternity and the difficulty that the ATO nationaffice had in policing affairs in the active
chapters, including Gamma Zeta. Written or staielicies had little teeth until the national
office chose to enforce them through sanctions robation, as most chapters preferred to
operate based on notions of “tradition” rather tteacording to rules imposed from above,
whether that higher power represented the uniwyeosiATO headquarters.

Another aspect of Gamma Zeta’s day-to-day lif¢ geemed to be faltering in the 1970s
was the Little Sisters program, which was proviodé more of a hassle to the brothers than a

help. In the early part of the decade there wewersl motions to abolish the program because
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of the “attitude” of both the Little Sisters ancetbhapter, but these motions were defeated and
the program continued with pledges from both stddse more energetf® In 1972 the chapter
decided that the Little Sisters should be in charfgerganizing all their activities themselves, a
move which the Gamma Zeta members hoped wouldaserthe group’s activiy’ Archival
records show that the Little Sisters did organibeisEmas parties and car washes for community
service and enjoyed exchanges and other sociatewth the Gamma Zeta brothers, including
a “pajama party” and “sleepovers” such as thed.iBister Lock-In that raised some eyebrows at
the national office. The 1970s materials also ldis@ hint of the issues that would eventually
lead to the abolishment of Little Sister progranysrbost fraternities, as they responded to
charges that these programs encouraged disredpatttfudes toward women. In the March
1972 edition ofThe Gamma Zetacurrent active member Mark McQuality, reporting the
recent expansion of the Little Sisters programpped that “In this manner, everyone gets a
piece of the action?® In 1978, the chapter apparently sponsored avigotialled “Slave Day,”
when the Little Sisters were paid $2 per hour famy* job you need doing (within reasof}>
The 1980s would bring more rhetoric of this typewtthe Little Sisters and their “duties,” until
the program was eventually outlawed at the entieftiecade.

Despite these challenges, the 1970s were not @elgmegative time for Gamma Zeta
chapter. Intramural sports continued to play @darole in the chapter’s life, and its teams
scored some notable successes throughout the dedad#973-1974, Gamma Zeta won the

intramural All-Points Trophy for the first time si@ 1968-1969, and repeated this feat in 1974-
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1975%° In 1978 theDaily lllini published an article that solidified ATO’s repinatas the most
feared athletic power in the Greek system, anctliagter proudly reprinted its praises for years
to come. The article, entitled “The team fans lbwdate just rolls on,” compared ATO to the
New York Yankees and noted that Gamma Zeta’s répatas a “jock house” had blessed them
with a number of devoted female followers, “manydfom have the ATO letters sewed on the
seat of their pants.” The article went on to entateesome of the more “fantastic rumors” that
“jealousy” had inspired about ATO:
“Among the wildest fallacies are that football pay get fined it they miss a
practice, a rushee can only pledge if he has beall-@onference athlete in high
school, and most Taus would rather watch MondayhiNkgpotball than socialize
at an exchange’™*
ATO members proved themselves to be avid sporsdanwvell as participants. In 1978, almost
half of the members of the Orange Krush baskettladlering section were ATOs, and the
chapter opted for a non-coed football block withteB&heta Pi, enabling them to “be more
interested” in the games and also to “be more roivddn added bonus to this arrangement,
apparently, was that they did not have to entergasorority before or after the ganfes! In

1976 Gamma Zeta sponsored a football tournamehtahkidpters from Minnesota, lllinois State,

and Western lllinois, followed by a fried chickeanth, story swapping, and then a “wild

1213

party.
Individual Gamma Zeta members were involved iragaety of activities throughout the

1970s, including some new and intriguing ones. 19Y9, Dave Teuscher was elected as
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alderman for the*iWard in Urbana, and John Aymond was elected asAFSident™* Other
members were involved in musicals, IFC committeEsl|lowship of Christian Athletes,
academic honoraries, and the Student Health Boaiiche chapter won several Chapter
Excellence Awards from ATO in the 1970s, and in@&7/uilt a new trophy case in the house
to showcase its many awards throughout the y&arsn 1977, the Philbrick Scholarships
honoring Frederick C. Philbrick 15 were establidhm®y his wife Edna. They were designed to
be awarded to a full-time Gamma Zeta active whonta@med a grade point average above the
all-men’s university average and displayed leadprgh both campus and fraternity activities.
The first three winners of the $800.00 awards viznag Nadborne, Bob Anderson, and Brendan
Lynch?* In terms of overall scholarship, Gamma Zeta madaip maintain a much better
record than in the 1960s, and there is no evidématethe chapter was put on either scholastic or
social probation in these years. Academic reguiatiin the decade varied from the very
stringent (enforced study hours, upper-class “atacl@dvisors” for pledges, mandatory class
scheduling meetings) to the relatively lax (no ecéd study hours, reliance on incentives such
as the “Chapter Roll” room assignment system). diregpter attempted to revive an old tradition
of faculty dinners in order to promote better nelas between students and faculty, and also
expanded their scope to include, in 1975, basKetibaich Gene Bartow and swimming coach
Don Sammon$'’ For the first time, ATO publications and awarglgations heavily stressed
the chapter’s “file system,” referring to it as “anademic resource...not available to the average

student.*!® The traditional fraternity file system, typicallyontaining old tests, papers, and

24 Minutes from Informal Chapter Meeting, January223/1979, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/,
49.

Z5Volume 46, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetaall 1976, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/980x 49.
Z8y/olume 46, No.3 oThe Gamma Zet&pring 1977; Minutes from Informal Chapter Megtidugust 30, 1977,
ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.

27\olume 44, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetalanuary 1975, ATO Chapter Files, Record Seri¢3541, Box 49.

28 pledge Training Booklet, c. 1972, ATO Chapter &ilRecord Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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notes for a variety of classes, certainly walksa fine between being an academic resource and
a source of academic dishonesty, but Gamma Zettiance on this system never raised any
eyebrows in the national office. In fact, at lease Leadership Consultant complimented the
chapter on its excellent file system in his anntegort, and the files continue to play an
important role in Gamma Zeta’s scholarship progtarne present day.

Despite the somewhat negative start to the 1938syma Zeta chapter emerged from the
decade with a healthy membership and no gravediabdifficulties, both of which were recipes
for future success. There is also evidence theweaalumni relations were improved by the
creation of a Big Brother-Little Brother program1878. Although the chapter’s history in the
1980s demonstrates that some of the problems eterednin the 1970s did not go away,
Gamma Zeta always seemed to find able actives langhato guide it through tough spots. In
the 1980s, fraternities all across the countryliygnaad to confront issues such as hazing and

alcohol abuse head-on, and Gamma Zeta of ATO waxception.

The 1980s: Change from Above and Below

In 1985, ATO Leadership Consultant Mark Stephensclemled his report on Gamma
Zeta chapter by proclaiming it “a chapter of costsd His visit to lllinois in April of that year
had left him disappointed and he felt that the tdapalthough it had won one of ATO’s
prestigious True Merit Awards in 1984, had manyrent practices “not consistent with True
Merit.” Stephens specifically cited pledge edumatiwhich still relied primarily on techniques
widely recognized as hazing by both ATO and theversity, the non-existent use of ritual, and

the fact that the chapter’s collective grade pawvegrage was below the all-fraternity average as
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evidence that the chapter's members were not ‘jiagt what they preach?*® He
acknowledged that ATO was still a respected frétyion the lllinois campus, but he cautioned
that it could not expect to hold this position flang until some changes were made.
Unfortunately, there are many sources in Gamma<atahival record in the 1980s that support
this viewpoint of a fraternity that presented atmaative “official” face but harbored a less-than-
attractive core. A Leadership Consultant in 198d Buggested that the chapter needed to have
“better goals and better monitoring of these goaksWell as a stronger chapter advisor from the
alumni ranks, but he was generally positive abcam@a Zeta’s direction at that tirffe.

On the surface, things did indeed seem good. 81 Ehd 1982 Gamma Zeta hosted the
first annual Miss University of lllinois beauty psant to benefit the American Cancer Society,
sponsored a blood drive, and participated in a&nrevention and house safety program with
the City of Urbana, during which they passed o@ibrimational pamphlets to the community.
During the 1980s Gamma Zeta became heavily involviglal the Special Olympics and earned
the organization’s praise for its help with the aaintrack meet. The chapter also invited all
fraternity and sorority presidents to a talk byeEi Stevens, a national “pro-fraternity, anti-
hazing advocate,” who discussed the educationanizgtion that she founded after her son was
killed in a hazing incident. After winning the Elue league title in football, the Gamma Zeta
team was invited to represent lllinois in the “SuBawl Classic,” a national intramural football
tournament held prior to the Sugar Bowl in New @ns’** ATO teams would continue to
participate in this event — and finish in the topef— throughout the 1980s. Individual members

were active in IFC, Star Course, student governpieatBoard of Fraternity Affairs, and various

29 yvisitation report by Mark P. Stephens, April 15:1885, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95¢i 49.
220 Mark Michlem, Leadership Consultant, to Gamma Zét@pter, June 10, 1981, ATO Chapter Files, Record
Series 41/91/1, Box 49.

22lv/olume 51, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetdall 1981, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/980x 49.
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academic honorari¢§? Terry Cole and Mike Stine were on the varsitytfiadl team, and Bryan
Leonard, Mike O’Brien, and Doug Altenberger suitgal for the varsity basketball ted. In
1983, the chapter's Worthy Sentinel Jeff Burkettswelected as Student Government Vice
President, and Public Relations Officer Bill Folsytas elected as Junior Class President and
alternate Chief llliniwek, a position that he wouyg on to hold in 1984%* Faculty and
community dinners hosted by Gamma Zeta on Wednesigdgys had brought the Urbana and
University police chiefs to the house along witlurahi, professors, deans, counselors, Little
Sisters, and in 1984, University of lllinois Premid Stan Ikenberr§?> Scholarship remained
respectable, despite the fact that the chapteahadme point done away with mandatory study
hours and other academic assistance, assertingnbatre a group of adults who do not need to
be told how or when to study®® One of the innovations of the 1980s was the Heymechase

of an IBM computer to help with bookkeeping, stats and personal education. The computer
was quickly connected to the University’s Cybertsgs and the library’s LCS system, and the
brothers also reported that they were “...enjoying tise of Lotus 1-2-3 and Wordprocessing
software.”®’ As always, the chapter boasted some high indatidichievers, such as Bill
Forsyth who won the national organization’s Thomakle Clark Award in 1986, the first
Gamma Zeta in a long time to do so. Forsyth metthed award’s credentials, including
scholarship (4.93 out of 5.0 grade point averafyadernity leadership and service (pledge class
president, and several other chapter offices), fraternity leadership and service (Junior IFC

President and Judicial Board Chairman, Chief Wik, Homecoming King, Top 10 Senior,

2221980-1981 Rush Booklet, ATO Chapter Files, Re@edes 41/95/1, Box 49.

22 \/olume 52, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetaall 1982, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/980x 49.

224\/olume 53, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetaall 1983; Volume 54, No. 3 dhe Gamma Zef&Spring/Summer 1984,
ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.

25 \/olume 52, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetaall 1982; Annual Report for 1983-1984, May 198%0 Chapter Files,
Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.

226 Annual Report for 1984-1985, June 1985, ATO Chapiles, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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coach for the Special Olympics, usher at St. Jo@atholic Church), and “manly character and
personality.®?®

Considering these accomplishments, it is easydondsyy Gamma Zeta was designated as
a True Merit chapter in both 1982 and 1984. Logkat other materials from the same time
period, however, presents a slightly different ymet In 1981, the chapter received an angry
letter from Patrick Brown, Worthy Grand Chief of T Several Gamma Zeta pledges had been
accused of stealing T-shirts from the bookstoreéSatithern Methodist University in Dallas
(likely during a “pledge walkout”), and Brown warhéhe chapter that although no action would

be taken at the moment, any further misconduct evbel “...dealt with in accordance with the

strictest possible interpretation of the Constimtand Laws?*° While the chapter seems to

have suffered no permanent censure for this intidenreputation within ATO was certainly
harmed. Later in the decade, Professor of Edutdtenneth Monteiro fired off angry letters to
several University and ATO officials after he wateked on campus by a student with a squirt
gun. The car into which the student ran after dttack was later identified as registered to
Gamma Zeta member David Alexander, who denied amglvement and also dismissed the
incident as a “college prank® Again, no disciplinary action seems to have be#en against
either the fraternity or the individual involved this incident, but Monteiro’s wide-ranging
letters surely caused Gamma Zeta some embarrassntbetUniversity and ATO communities.
In 1987, Leadership Consultant Phil Bender noteat tipublic relations were poor” in the

chapter, and these two examples serve as analfigstrof this assessment’

228\/olume 57, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetaall 1986, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/980x 49.

229 patrick Brown to Gamma Zeta chapter, January 281 1ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, &8
230 Kenneth Monteiro to Vice Chancellor Stanley Ledyne 30, 1987, ATO Chapter Files, Record Serie@541/
Box 48.

1 Chapter Visit Report, February 23-24, 1987, ATGagter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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Although Gamma Zeta compiled an impressive recordcammmunity service and
philanthropy in the early 1980s, raising supportl anoney for a variety of causes, there is
evidence that the chapter’'s true commitment toehegivities was sometimes rather hollow.
Annual reports filed by the chapter in 1982 and3L88mitted that community service activities
were not well-attended and that perhaps only 20%hefmembers participated in them on a
regular basis, with the notable exception of thild_iSisters car wash (orfi@amma Zetarticle
offered that the brothers enjoyed “wetting down Lhiitle Sisters that helped”) and the ATO
charity basketball tournament, which drew 100% ipiation?*? In 1980, the chapter's social
services chairmen even devised a “clever’ planfitiilling Gamma Zeta’'s obligations in a
canned food drive: when the brothers proved unembtic about the project, they instead
“kidnapped” a sorority girl and forced her sistéwsbring forty canned goods to “ransom” her.
This tactic was apparently repeated several timekd early part of the decatfd. The Gamma
Zetanewsletter also displays evidence of the activaptdr’'s “true colors” during the 1980s, as
the tone of articles written by the undergraduateanged noticeably. Whereas in the past news
from the active chapter was always presented sinfieslly and respectfully, in the 1980s these
articles were full of inside jokes, suggestive laage, and very little in the way of real news. A
good example comes from Pledge Trainer Steve Sté8&rwho reported on his “duties” in this
way: “On the top of the list for me, the pledgeries, this semester, aside from getting a little
more action from our friends in the university gdgo system, is to ‘beef-up’ our ‘50s

pledgeship.2**

2321981-1982 Annual Report, May 1982; 1982-1983 AhReport, April 1983; Volume 49, No. 1 #he Gamma
Zetg Spring 1980, ATO Chapter Files, Record SerieS%/1] Box 49.

23 \olume 49, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zeta&pring 1980; 1979-1980 Annual Report, ATO Chapikss, Record
Series 41/95/1, Box 49.

#4\olume 58, No. 2 oThe Gamma ZetaWinter/Spring 1987, ATO Chapter Files, Recordi&e41/95/1, Box 49.
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It was perhaps some of these incidents and atsttig&# prompted House Corporation
President James Dobrovolny to resign his positiathé Fall of 1987, a resignation that he chose
to explain in a letter iThe Gamma ZetaAlthough he cited undisclosed “personal”’ reasions
his resignation, Dobrovolny also expressed hisebéhat respect — for both the Gamma Zeta
physical plant and “for each other” — had declimethe chapter since the last housemother was
let go in the 1960s. He reminded Gamma Zeta actaved alumni that ATO’s national
organization had adopted a statement of positigpating in-house advisors (not necessarily
“housemothers”), although he did not go so farcasetommend that Gamma Zeta immediately
consider this optiof>> Dobrovolny, interestingly, would go on to playeominent role on the
University’'s Board of Greek Affairs, and would te&re have to deal with at least one hazing
allegation brought against Gamma Zeta in the 1990s.

Dobrovolny’s resignation from the House Corporatmesidency meant that he didt
have to deal directly with a hazing allegation thatfaced in the spring of 1988. On May 5,
Assistant Dean Mark Robinson sent a letter to GanZie@a Worthy Master Tim Harding,
requesting his presence at a May 12 Board of Frigyehffairs hearing to discuss the charge that
members of the chapter had shaved the pubic haanother member and then poured paint
thinner on his skin. During the hearing, the merslwé the Board specifically expressed their
disappointment with Harding’s leadership, notingttine walked out of the room while the
incident was taking place instead of trying to stbp After the hearing, Gamma Zeta was
required to create and submit to the Board of FndteAffairs a bylaw specifically outlawing
this “tradition,” as well as a plan for the bylanésforcement. The chapter was also asked to
submit a written copy of its member education paogrto the Board to ensure that it entirely

complied with the Board’s anti-hazing policy, figgstomulgated in 1986. All chapter officers

22 \olume 59, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetdall 1987, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/980x 49.
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were required to attend leadership training dutlmg summer, and at the end of the training a
chapter-wide retreat would examine the “leadersbipthe executive board and conclude with a
vote of confidence in the officers. In additiontb@se requirements, ATO members had to agree
to co-facilitate a session on hazing at the IFC d¢oOfficer Workshop in the fall, and Tim
Harding was specifically asked to write a lettertba dangers of hazing and the responsibility of
house officers to address the probféfh.

Perhaps it was this incident, coupled with the sstijgn made by outgoing House
Corporation president James Dobrovolny, that prechpihe Corporation to take concrete action
at the end of the 1980s. The Corporation had laech@ $400,000 renovation campaign in 1986
and surely felt the need to protect its investmemTO’s physical plant as well as its human
resources. In January of 1989, the Corporatioffisess met and unanimously approved the
creation of a Chapter Advisory Committee, expragdhre opinion that “it was not in the best
interests of the chapter or the House Corporation continue without formal adult
involvement.®®’ One of the first issues taken up by this new Adgf Committee was the
formulation of a specific alcohol policy endorsedthe House Corporation, an area in which the
Corporation actually lagged significantly behine tbniversity, the IFC, and ATO’s national
organization. All of these bodies had previousdy down restrictions including guest lists for
parties, required University IDs, the provision afernative food and beverages, the use of
twenty-one-year-old bartenders, and a ban on diaéirgampus” partie$®® In the Fall of 1988
the House Corporation publicly stated its needdopa a Chapter Alcohol Policy that would

“send a positive message to National, alumni, thevéisity and the actives and pledges,” but

2% David R. Turner, Chair of the Board of Fratermtfairs, to Tim Harding, June 8, 1988, ATO Chapfées,
Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.

%7\olume 61, No. 1 oThe Gamma ZetaVinter 1989, ATO Chapter Files, Record Serie98/ll/, Box 49.
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minutes from a meeting of the new Chapter AdvisGgmmittee in March 1989 reveal that
some members were still skeptical of such a pdi¢gracticality.””*® The active members had
their own worries about the alcohol policy, butgdad little to do with “practicality.” During
a meeting with Director of Alumni Services Bill @ith, members of the active chapter
expressed their fears that a restrictive alcohéitpavould make them less competitive during
Rush compared with other chapters whose natiorgdnizations were not pushing through
changes. In a letter written after the meetingffi@r stressed to Gamma Zeta that this particular
change was “inevitable,” and that they would dddyetio be on the vanguard side of it, perhaps
even “evangelizing” to other fraternities — a mavkich would surely enhance ATO'’s status
with the University administration. Griffith assar the chapter that he understood that the
proposed “dry house” was “...an extremely difficutbposition — it will mean altering attitudes
and habits as opposed to changes in superficiainsct*°

Griffith’s statement is especially pertinent to teallenges that faced Gamma Zeta in the
1980s and the steps it would have to take in tf894@and 2000s in order to overcome them. In
the last two decades of the twentieth century ngaoligies were put in place by the both ATO’s
national organization and the University of Illisppolicies that were designed to police some of
the areas in which many people — both fraternityradi and “outsiders” — felt that fraternities
had gotten out of hand. In addition to regulatiaasiressing alcohol abuse and hazing, ATO
officially outlawed Little Sister programs at its7'® Congress in 1988. The Little Sister
programs, which the fraternity had discouraged yfears because “...they too often fostered

outdated and improper sexual attitudes and fretpusmierfered with proper chapter operations,”

239 Minutes of a Chapter Advisory Committee meetingrth 7, 1989, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series5#1/9
Box 49.

240 Bij|| Griffith to Rod Anderson and Gamma Zeta, Afdr2, 1989, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/9BbHx
48.
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were eliminated as part of a larger “commitmenhtonan dignity” which ATO proclaimed at
this Congress, a meeting that Worthy Grand ChiebdRinJ. Simonds (Gamma Zeta '43)
declared “a watershed®! By the end of the decade, it was obvious thatymaspects of
fraternity life were being subjected to change friooth above and below. Gamma Zeta had not
responded particularly well to these challengeshms 1980s, and it seems that at least some
members of the chapter readily realized this facits Annual Report for 1988-1989, Gamma
Zeta did not apply for any awar®. As the ATO Leadership Consultants who reviewesl th
chapter in the 1980s continually stressed, howesamma Zeta possessed great undergraduate
potential and strong alumni support, as long agg never content to “rest on its laurels.” As
Bill Griffith indicated in his letter on alcohol fioy, the chapter would have to commit itself to
real and not superficial change if it was to survivel gmow strong in this new, more regulated
fraternity environment. The 1990s, while not with¢heir rough spots, would see Gamma Zeta

get back on track after two difficult decades.

The 1990s: Working Toward True Merit

One of the “rough spots” would come almost immealiain the 1990s, and dealt with a
familiar subject: hazing. In the fall of 1990, ttlegairman of the University’s Board of Fraternity
Affairs, David Powell, wrote to Gamma Zeta Worthyaster Doug Ausnehmer and ordered him
and the chapter to “immediately cease all membgviaes” until a hearing about hazing and
risk management violations was héfd. The allegations, brought by a former pledge,Lidet

that pledges were made to endure a three-hour-tirieat the house, during which they were

241y/olume 60, No. 1 oThe Gamma Zetaall 1988, ATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/980x 49.
2421988-1989 Annual Report, ATO Chapter Files, Re@edes 41/95/1, Box 49.
#3David Powell to Doug Ausnehmer, October 16, 19900 Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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yelled at and made to stand with their knees bedttheir elbows out and df? Although the
hearing that followed brought up serious concetnsutwhether the incident had ever taken
place and ended with the former pledge retractiomes of his allegations, the Board of
Fraternity Affairs was sufficiently alarmed by thiguation to hand down sanctions against ATO.
These sanctions included Alcohol Probation untg thst day of classes of the Fall 1991
semester, the establishment of a Supervisory Cde®nito monitor compliance with the
sanctions, and requiring the chapter to plan addotape a hazing education program that would
be distributed by ATO to other fraternities on caisip In handing down these sanctions, Board
of Fraternity Affairs president Powell wrote that.the Board wishes to express its most serious
concern that undergraduate members of Gamma Zetptezhof Alpha Tau Omega do not
recognize the seriousness of their own past actispscifically regarding the tendency for
hazing to become traditional in a fraternity aneréiore unrecognizable as hazif&” Powell’'s
words addressed one of the primary concerns alamidp across the Greek community, namely
that it had been going on for such a long time thdtad, in some circumstances, become
confused with “tradition.”

By December of 1990 the chapter had imposed cestctions on itself in addition to
those handed down by the University, and becauigoéction it was allowed to resume pledge
activities in the spring semester of 1991. Thengpedition of The Gamma Zeteeported that a
new “Membership Education” program had been adoptede wake of the hazing scandal; the
program was only six weeks long and pledges wegaimed to attend six lecture/discussions,
keep a notebook about actives in the house, antipate in “shared jobs.” The new program

had so far been a success because, accordingtbapter, “New Members seem to be gaining a

244 Memorandum from John Martinez, Assistant Deantaéints, November 1, 1990, ATO Chapter Files, Ricor
Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
24> David Powell to Doug Ausnehmer, December 3, 1990) Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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respect and understanding for the rich history ¢hha Tau Omega and actives are also
beginning to recognize these achievemefits.interestingly, the same edition of the newsletter
reported that it was much harder to keep the chdpmase looking nice now that the pledges
could not be ordered to clean it, implying that #utive brothers simply would not do the work.

In place of coercion, monetary and other incentitash as the honor “Tau of the Week” were
being instituted in order to keep the house in geghir**’

Over the next few years Gamma Zeta chapter didaagpeake seriously its approach to
new member education, and it dedicated itself tmbveng a campus leader in changing the way
that new members were educated about and induntedthe fraternity. In the first place,
according to an early 1990s “New Member Orientat®ooklet,” the term “pledge” was
supposed to be dropped from the fraternity’s votalgu The new member education program
was to include “absolutely no tests” and instead wmade up of sessions covering, for example,
ATO and chapter history, during which new membeeserasked to analyze the ATO pledge
with an eye toward the contemporary world and toqagestions such as “How does it pertain to
discrimination? How does this pertain to diversity Another session, called “Basic
Expectations,” included the following questions fdiscussion: “If you were offered the
opportunity to cheat on an exam, with no chancbeifig caught, would you take advantage?”
“Define sexual abuse. Define date rape.” “Howatlonni feel when they come back to a messy
chapter house?” New members were also advisedBhatherhood is the base of our fraternity,

not beer,” and were educated on all the aspectseoATO Risk Management policy that had

gone into effect on August 1, 1989

24%\/olume 63, No. 2 oThe Gamma Zet&pring 1991, ATO Chapter Files, Record Serie8%/1/ Box 49.
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Although strong written programs and good intergialo not necessarily translate into
concrete actions, in the case of Gamma Zeta chaptiee 1990s there do seem to have been real
changes in the approach to and the execution of mewber education. The chapter was
recognized several times by the IFC's Greek Sysfemards for its membership education
programs, and this recognition certainly would hetve come if hazing incidents or other
irregularities were allowed to continue. The Umsiy also significantly stepped up its hazing
monitoring in the 1990s, requiring all chapterstdmit written copies of their official position
on hazing and pre-initiation/initiation activitiesnd also scheduling random visits to chapter
houses during the pledging “seas6ft.”In this atmosphere of increased vigilance, GardZeta
and other fraternity chapters really had no chdme to change at least some of their
“traditional” practices.

A much more radical and long-lasting change seamsate occurred in Gamma Zeta
from the middle point of the decade on, after twapter members attended the 1994 ATO
National Congress and were introduced to “The Wigian effort to provide clear objectives and
goal-setting for all undergraduate chapters in atanace with the original values envisioned by
ATO's founders. In its 1994-1995 Annual Reportn@aa Zeta shared that it had implemented
goal-setting in recruitment, critical skills, commecations, and career placement in accordance
with The Vision after hearing about the programnfrthe Congress delegates. A group of
interested members formed a “Vision Committee” anett regularly to set their goals and
brainstorm about ways that these goals could benimgally and permanently integrated into

the daily life of the chapter. In the first comta#& meeting, members had a discussion about

249 James Dobrovolny to all fraternities, requestipgated copies of their positions on hazing anditiin,
November 17, 1993; Matthew Wilcox to James Nuttafbrming Nuttall of the Board of Fraternity Affai
intention to randomly visit chapter houses in thergy of 1994, December 16, 1993, ATO Chapter FiRescord
Series 41/95/1, Box 48.
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what the chaptestatedthat it looked for in terms of new members and twhactually prized,
and the notes from the meeting are honest andlnegeédl. Grades — but we really don’t reward
this; 2. Community Service — we don’t really stréss.” The committee also wondered whether
football players actually contributed to the housewhether they were sought simply as “name
recognition.””™® Overall, the new committee stressed that impleémgnelements of “The
Vision” had helped them to take a “recruitment’hetthan a “rushing” stance in the quest for
new members, and one of the prime goals for thisurenent was to improve the chapter’s
scholastic standing, which had slipped in receatye The program seemed to work, because by
the end of 1995 Gamma Zeta had improved t8 dg of 53 fraternities, up from its previous
year's rank of 48." Scholarship continued to be high for the remairdehe 1990s — usually
around 3.0 in a 4.0 scale - and in 1999 Gamma Beieed 4 on campus in grades for the Fall
semester>? After 1995, specific chapter scholarship goalghsas “achieve a 3.0 GPA” and
“100% graduation,” were clearly stated at the beigig of each school year and were monitored
by the chapter officers.

Another area in which chapter officers felt thath€T Vision” had made a significant
difference was ritual, and they expressed a wistediearn the ritual and re-incorporate it into
the life of the chapter. ATO Leadership Consukahtroughout the 1980s had complained that
Gamma Zeta disregarded the ritual and did not ccinclertain ceremonies — such as initiations
and officer installations — according to the appebguidelines. In the 1994-1995 Annual
Report, chapter officers acknowledged this deficyeand asked for national headquarters help
in re-learning the ritual and obtaining a full sétritual equipment, saying “We feel that we

should not be punished by not practicing the rjtbat instead, rewarded for our willingness to
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learn it.®>®* There is some evidence, however, that the désireore fully practice the ATO
ritual may have been initially limited to this siahd motivated group of officers, because
significant changes in this area did not take plaithin Gamma Zeta until the very end of the
decade. In 1999, Leadership Consultant Matt Ferche a rather scathing report on the chapter
to Worthy Master Jeff Piper, in which he singled the informality of its meetings and the lack
of accountability for individual actions as evidenihat the chapter “thinks it is better than it
actually is.” Ferch reminded Piper that “withouturl, a chapter is reduced to being a social
club, instead of a true fraternity,” and he challed the entire chapter to live up to its past statu
as a True Merit awardee and especially to “incredme meaning of the Ritual for each
brother.®* It was not until after this letter that Gamma &eeé-instituted monthly formal
chapter meetings and slowly began to change iteatie attitude toward the Ritual, a change
that the 1998-1999 Annual Report attributed disetiiMatt Ferch’s “challenge®®®

Some other developments at Gamma Zeta during tB8sl6an be traced to the new
sense of purpose, responsibility, and maturity tii&e Vision” worked to instill in all ATO
members. In 1997, Patrick Jensen '98 started ke Bilody group in the house, whose goal was
to “relate the way that religion plays a role in AMO’s daily decisions®® The interest in
personal spirituality was linked, for Jensen, te itmportance of the collective Ritual, and in this
way the Bible study group hearkened back to thgirmal Christian principles that ATO founder
Otis Glazebrook had held so dear. The Bible styrdyp never boasted a large membership, but
those brothers who did attend found it to be anoirigmt part of their experience in the fraternity.

In 1996, for the first time on record, all chapteembers were required to agree to a “Policy on
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2551998-1999 Annual Report, Spring 1999, ATO Chaptkrs, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
#61997-1998 Annual Report, Spring 1998, ATO Chaptkrs, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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Chapter House Destruction” before they could ba&aiteid. This policy instituted a series of
fines for infractions involving destruction of tishapter house and the items within it, and after a
third offense members would be asked to leave thisdy pay for all damages, and possibly face
deactivation from the fraternitf?’ The destruction policy indicates that Gamma Zets
interested in promoting a greater sense of pers@salonsibility among its members and also
that it was not willing to tolerate repeated viaat of the accepted standards of conduct
expected by mature (or at least maturing) adults.

In the Spring of 1997, Gamma Zeta chapter was ptouckport to the ATO national
headquarters that it had been selected as an ‘ddiag Chapter” in the University of Illinois’
Greek System Awards for four years in a row, andt tas a result many people “in the
community” wondered about the secret of its succ@dse chapter officers felt that the answer
was simple: “The Vision.” Gamma Zeta had — attleasa large extent — accepted and adopted
ATO’s “Vision” of what a good fraternity should band it had helped the chapter escape from
several years of malaise and mediocrity. This cament to change was reflected and
rewarded by not only numerous University of lllim@awards in the 1990s but also by several
True Merit Awards from ATO. In 1999, Gamma Zetarmane of ATO’s inaugural Excellence
in Scholarship awards for maintaining a grade pawvd#rage over 3.0, and Patrick Jensen '98
won the Thomas Arkle Clark Award in 1998, makinghhe fourth awardee from Gamma Zeta
since the award’s inception. Both on a collecawe an individual level, Gamma Zeta set high
goals and often achieved them in the 1998s.

The chapter was busy in the 1990s with both old raewd activities and ventures. The

intramural athletic programs continued to be straangd Gavin Sontag '99 (tennis) and Matt

%571995-1996 Annual Report, Spring 1996, ATO Chaptks, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
8 \Wynn Smiley to Gamma Zeta Chapter, August 20, 1689 1998Gamma Zeta New&TO Chapter Files,
Record Series 41/95/1, Box 48-49.
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Heldman '98.5 (basketball) were individual standoutin 1995, new basketball coach Lon
Krueger aired his first radio show from the ATO ptea house, starting a tradition that would
continue with other varsity coaches in the comiegrg. Gamma Zeta organized toy drives for
the Salvation Army and raised money for lymphomaeaech through its annual 3-on-3
Basketball Tournament benefitting the Josh Gotthaimorial Fund, an organization started by
the chapter’s faculty advisor in memory of his sémthe early 1990s the chapter reported that it
had started to recycle aluminum and glass prodtdis to the increased awareness of our
environmental problems,” and in 1995 Gamma Zetaterkits first home on the World Wide

259

Web, launchingwww.atoillinois.com In late 1994 the House Corporation announced a

massive million dollar fundraising campaign to fumadcomplete house restoration and provide
added scholarship monies for undergraduates. ammpaign was named in honor of Stewart D.
Daniels and was chaired by his son Stewart Danjels44. A special December 1994 issue of
The Gamma Zetancluded a photograph of the chapter’s oldeshgvalumnus, ninety-five year
old Howard H. Cook 17, writing the first check $apport the restoration push. The back cover
of the special newsletter featured photographs a@in@a Zeta members in military uniform,
flanked by the text, “Honoring the past...Gamma Zdiase served...when duty calle&i®
Even with new innovations such as a web site, bapter found that appealing to time-honored
traditions and Gamma Zeta heroes of the past wasffantive strategy for fundraising and
generating alumni support. As the special newsietient to press, over $340,000 had already

been pledged to the house renovation and schatecahipaigrf®*

#91991-1992 Annual Report, Spring 1992; Fall 1@#nma Zeta New&TO Chapter Files, Record Series
41/95/1, Box 49.
20 December 1994 edition @he Gamma ZetsATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
261 ||h;
Ibid.
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The house renovation emerged as an area of particnportance at this time because
1995 marked a momentous milestone for Gamma Zetaone hundredth anniversary. The
occasion was celebrated in grand style on the wek&é September 15, 1995 on the University
of lllinois campus, and over five hundred peopleraded a golf outing, a welcome reception,
chapter house tours, a brunch on the chapter Hawse and an evening gala at the lllini Union,
including dinner, dancing, a centennial video pnéston, and a toast by Thomas A. Clark '39,
the nephew of Dean Clark. During the weekend,rast of Sidney B. Fithian '95, Stewart D.
Daniels '18, and Robert J. Simonds '43 were undeifethe chapter house, joining the existing
portrait of Thomas Arkle Clark to form an impressigallery of the four ATO Worthy Grand
Chiefs who hailed from Gamma Zeta chapter. Gameta Also received its tenth True Merit
Award and the ATO Bird Silver Communications Awatdring the celebratiorf§? Occurring
as it did in the middle of the 1990s, the GammaaZentennial celebration was a perfect
opportunity for the fraternity to both look back pnide and look ahead with anticipation. The
new fundraising campaign promised to secure theipllfuture of the chapter house, and the
positive steps taken by the undergraduates threagtracing the ATO “Vision” seemed to have
safeguarded Gamma Zeta’'s character and reputabespite a rough start, Gamma Zeta closed

out the 1990s as a strong and respected ATO chapter

2000-2003: Into the New Century

Although Gamma Zeta’s archival record for thetfolecade of the twenty-first century
covers only four years, it is still possible to gesense of what life in the fraternity was like
during this time period from the reports, newsistt@and articles collected by the chapter. The

1999-2003 Annual Reports provide a good overviethefchapter’'s activities in those academic

%2 December 1995 edition @he Gamma ZetsATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.
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years, and reveal many of the same concerns priestre 1990s. Chapter scholarship remained
high, as Gamma Zeta ranked in the top ten in ait f@ars and boasted the best average among
“large” houses on campd® High scholastic achievement was supported byniices such as
cash bonuses, room selection priority, and steakeis, and in 2003 the alumni presented the
active chapter with a new TV room equipped withgrdzreen TV and DVD player as a reward
for continued top-ten scholarsHify. Ironically, in the same semester that the new ré¥m
made its debut, Gamma Zeta’s collective grade pauetage slipped below 3.0 for the first time
in recent memory. The 2002-2003 Annual Report esklrd this situation and noted that it had
“collectively displeased” the brothers, who worlditigently to raise the average in the Spring
2003 semester. They were successful, and the Gafetaaalumni were likely impressed that
their faith in the chapter’s scholastic achievemant maturity, had not been misplaé&d.

In 1999-2000 all one hundred fifty brothers papated in at least one philanthropy event,
and the chapter was recognized for its record-limgaklood drive’®® In 2000-2001 Gamma
Zeta won a campus award for raising the most mdoeyphilanthropies, and organized an
auction to benefit breast cancer research afteneraber’s mother succumbed to the disé&se.
The cancer diagnosis of another brother's mothe2003 prompted the chapter to organize a
brunch to benefit the American Cancer Society, taednaugural event raised over $3,6601n
order to increase participation in community sesvevents, brothers were encouraged to seek
out individual projects in addition to those orgaed by the chapter. In response to this push,

Trent Jackson decided to educate other diabetésretd with his own experiences, and Jackson,

263 symmer 200Gamma Zeta NewATO Chapter Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 49.

#641999-2000 Annual Report, Spring 2000; January ZB@@ima Zeta New&TO Chapter Holding Files, Record
Series 41/95/1, Box 13

2652002-2003 Annual Report, Spring 2003, ATO Chaptelding Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13

266 1999-2000 Annual Report, Spring 2000, ATO Chaptelding Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13
272000-2001 Annual Report, Spring 2001, ATO Chaptelding Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13

268 2002-2003 Annual Report, Spring 2003, ATO Chaptelding Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13
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Brennan Hughes, and David Pavlik volunteered tatfigildfires in California in the fall of
20032%° Within the chapter, a small group kept the Bibtedy group founded by Patrick
Jensen '98 alive, and the group met on Sundaynafbers to read from the New Testament and
the ATO Devotional and invited guest speakers seuis matters of home, family, school, and
faith.>"

On the advice of several past Leadership Consslt@amma Zeta worked to produce
written accounts of successful philanthropic andniewnity service programs so that these
events could be easily replicated by future chaptembers, and also worked to create “officer
notebooks” so that officer positions could be gagdassed down from generation to
generatior’’* In 2003, chapter officers attended special lestdprworkshops in order to
perform better in their jobs. There was also ahgligring these years, again on the advice of the
Leadership Consultants, to involve younger membétke fraternity in leadership roles and in
the overall decision-making process, to eliminaiena of the traditional hierarchies that had
previously existed in the chapter. Brothers ofaglés and classes came together to support the
University’'s athletic teams, especially in footbald basketball. In 1999-2000 Gamma Zeta
boasted over one hundred football and fifty baskétbeason ticket holders, and also hosted
weekly radio shows with both head football coacln Rarner and head basketball coach Lon
Krueger?’? The lllinois club hockey team, which boasted AGf0 members, took third place in

the national tournament in 206%. In 2001-2002, Gamma Zeta won intramural champiimss

#692000-2001 Annual Report, Spring 20@aily Illini November 21, 2003, ATO Chapter Holding Files, Rdco
Series 41/95/1, Box 13

2702001-2002 Annual Report, Spring 2002, ATO Chaptelding Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13
2711999-2000 Annual Report, Spring 2000; 2001-2008ush Report, Spring 2002, ATO Chapter Holding Files
Record Series 41/95/, Box 13.

2721999-2000 Annual Report, Spring 2000, ATO Chaptelding Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13.

23 «Report Your Success Form” filed for the electmthTO Road Show,” March 10, 2003, ATO Chapter Hotd
Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13.
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in hockey and basketball and placed second in &ict Sports figured prominently in Gamma
Zeta's life in an unusual and unique way when tihé&&yo Bears spent the 2002-2003 football
season in Champaign while Soldier Field underwenbvation. The Monday Night Football
matchup between the Bears and the Green Bay Pagkevsdded Gamma Zeta with the
opportunity to organize a massive cookout and “hiamecoming” at the chapter house prior to
the game. The chapter house’s excellent locationitkin walking distance of Memorial
Stadium — made it a popular stopping place throughwe special NFL season, which attracted
many Gamma Zeta alumni from Chicago and elsewHere.

Gamma Zeta was obviously still paying close attentio its new member education
program in order to avoid any of the hazing incidethat had marred the 1980s and the
beginning of the 1990s, and as part of this protesshapter had officially mandated both the
qualities it looked for in new membeasid the expectations for their “training.” In the Arad
Report for 1999-2000, the “ideal Gamma Zeta retwigts described as “a leader in high school,
able to balance a busy life, a scholar, not toocceed, a moral person, athletic, friendly and
outgoing, [who] will have the time to contributensething to the chaptef* New members
were required to record information about the adiin a spiral notebook and were tested on the
facts, along with material related to fraternitydachapter history. All new members were
required to spend “as much of their free time assjibe” at the fraternity house, and as a group
they were assigned between two to four jobs pekwahich ranged from cleaning the chapter
house to working at social events. New member®weraddress actives by their first names,

refrain from using tobacco while performing assjjebs, not wear earrings, and stay off the

2742001-2002 Annual Report, Spring 2002, ATO Chaptelding Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13.
2752002-2003 Annual Report, Spring 2003, ATO Chaptelding Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13.
2761999-2000 Annual Report, Spring 2000, ATO Chaptelding Files, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13.
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furniture in the living rooms, Alumni room, and fidsy?’’ Although some of these provisions —
in particular, the “jobs” - seem to represent aaxation of earlier strict guidelines for new
member education, the program obviously passedemusath both the University and ATO,
because Gamma Zeta had no hazing violations reddod&000-2003.

The 1999-2000 Annual Report also chronicled Gameta’Z ongoing quest to revive the
use of the Ritual in chapter operations. During ykar, for the first time in a very long time, a
full initiation ceremony was held in accordancehamhe Ritual. A new house position, the
Ritual Chair, was instituted to help all memberdenstand the importance of the Ritual, and this
brother was charged with organizing retreats dusigch all members learned about and
became familiar with the Ritual. In addition tcethetreats, the Ritual Chair organized Ritual
lectures throughout the year to keep brothers inéar and to promote continuous learning. This
“Ritual revival” continued throughout the next fegy@ars: in 2002 a formal pledging ceremony
took place, and all meetings were opened and closéokrm. In addition, passages from the
ATO Secret Work were read at all meetings, anddd32the chapter performed a formal officer
transition ceremony. Following these changes eoptteviously informal chapter attitude toward
ATO Ritual, the officers reported that “members édegun to see that ritual brings them closer
together in brotherhood®

Only one incident seems to have tarnished GammasZedputation in the early 2000s,
and it was resolved in such a way that it is pdedib see it as essentially positive rather than
negative. On December 7, 2001, a Gamma Zeta meontbered a sandwich from Jimmy Johns
and then allegedly distracted the delivery drivard enough for another brother (or brothers) to

steal several additional sandwiches from the defivan. Later in the evening, harassing phone

277 35pring 2000 Pledgeship Packet, ATO Chapter Holifes, Record Series 41/95/1, Box 13.
2781999-2000 Annual Report, Spring 2000; 2001-2008u&t Report, Spring 2002; 2002-2003 Annual Report,
Spring 2003, ATO Chapter Holding Files, Record &#1/95/1, Box 13.
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calls were made from the ATO house to a woman wipb&®e number was written on one of
the stolen sandwiches. She and the Jimmy Johnagearent both contacted the Urbana Police
Department, who filed an initial report about tmeident and began to investigafd. Seven
days later, investigating officer Rebecca Kibbonsotey to the University, requesting that
disciplinary action be taken against ATO for whié £haracterized as its failure to cooperate
with her department. Although the Worthy Mastertioé chapter had agreed in a previous
conversation to divulge the names of the brothavslved in the incident, he had since refused
to provide the information and had become very opeoative’®® The “Jimmy Johns” incident
seemed to languish over the semester break, beelnuary of 2002 Gamma Zeta’'s Worthy
Master was ordered to attend an IFC judicial hgaimnconnection with the actions taken by his
fellow chapter members. Although the chapter'dieareaction to the incident had been less-
than-impressive and had landed it in hot water wibh only the University but also the local
police department, it was at this juncture that GanZeta members showed some maturity.
Prior to the IFC hearing on March 13, 2002, thepthia met and unanimously decided to
deactivate the brother responsible for the sandwhelft if he refused to appear at the hearing
and take personal responsibility for the incidefthe chapter also decided to write letters of
apology to Officer Kibbons, the woman who was hsedsover the phone, and all Jimmy Johns
employees. Following the IFC hearing, the chapt&s required to verify that it had deactivated

the guilty brother and assigned community servigethte brother who had served as an

219 Urbana Police Department Incident Report, Deceriib@001, ATO Chapter Holding Files, Record Series
41/95/1, Box 13.
280 Rebecca Kibbons to the University of Illinois, Retber 14, 2001, ATO Chapter Holding Files, Recardes
41/95/1, Box 13.
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“accessory” by distracting the driver, that it wamntinuing internal investigations to uncover
other perpetrators, and that it had paid $50 tenjirdohns to replace the stolen sandwicfies.
Gamma Zeta chapter impressed both the IFC anduitsna supporters with its eventual
pro-active response to the “Jimmy Johns” incidengnaging to turn a potentially negative
situation into one through which the chapter grewd gained positive momentum. The long
history of Gamma Zeta chapter of Alpha Tau OmegthatUniversity of lllinois demonstrates
that one of the secrets of the fraternity’s sucteskbeen its ability to change, adapt, and grow
when necessary. Sometimes it was necessary fomalmational Leadership Consultants, and
others to push the active chapter not to “restterlaurels” and instead continually strive to
improve, but Gamma Zeta’s proud history and mampeplishments usually inspired its active
members to make these efforts. Gamma Zeta hasevedtthe storms of debt, war, apathy,
bureaucracy, and a changing social climate to neraafixture on the University of lllinois

campus for more than one hundred years.

21 Al documents contained in the file folder “Jimmghns Incident” in ATO Chapter Holding Files, Ret&eries
41/95/1, Box 13.Documents are not listed individually to presetve anonymity of the people involved.
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